Creating a love of
gardening

Our goal is to educate our
community about gardening—its
benefits to our environment and
to our families. We also want to
help young people fall in love
with the art of growing flowers
and vegetables.

Contact us to get your group on
the list for a future Growing
Gardeners event in our
Demonstration Garden and our
classroom for education and
hand-on activities.
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How does the program
work?

We work with groups rather than
individual families on how to garden.
If you have a scout group, a home-
school group, a church group, or
school group, we are willing to work
with you on topics of interest to you.

Our activities often startin a
classroom setting to give information
about the topic of the day. Our
Master Gardeners are skilled in a
variety of topics ranging from
vegetable gardening to pollinator
gardens to composting to flowers to
insect and butterfly education.

We have as much hands-on
experiences as possible in our
Demonstration Garden. However,
depending on the time of year, the
garden may or may not be in the right
time of its growing season.

Education Programs for Different
Groups

In working with scouting groups, we are
aware there are badges the students need to
earn. We can work with the different badge
requirements to create a program meeting
those specifics.

If you have a home-school group, private or
public school group, our program can also be
created with your needs in mind. Science
topics, vegetable gardening, environmental
topics can be created to fill in your curriculum.
Students can leave with ideas for their own
backyards as well as knowing how to help
their community. Parents are always welcome
to
accompany
students.

Gardening
crafts are
another area
of interest
to young
people. Leaf

e rubbings,
} rock

painting,

creating bird houses, starting a worm hotel,
designing a compost bin for your back yard,
designing stepping stones—all these can be
incorporated into a program.

Students will leave with handouts of the
program’s activities as well as plants
(depending on class topic) and experiences to
broaden their education. The love of
gardening starts at any age. Youth are
especially open to digging in the dirt and
learning about bugs and butterflies.

What is Growing Gardeners?

It’s not just about growing pretty flowers
or tasty fruits and vegetables. The
Growing Gardeners program incor-
porates soil and water conservation,
ecology, plant growth and development,
insects, and diseases, and even nutrition.
The benefits of gardening are also
discussed including growing your own
food for your family, the emotional and
physical benefits of working in a garden,
and helping your environment be
sustainable. We want to grow future
gardeners!

Your instructors are members of the
Cleveland County Master Gardener
Program. To become a master gardener,
requirements include taking an 13 days of
class of instruction (6 hours/day),
answering help desk questions for the
extension office, working in our
demonstration garden, continuing
education yearly, and volunteering in a
variety of ways throughout the year.




