CCMGA Hears From Karen Hickman

Volume 35, Issue 8
September 2025

Karen R. Hickman, Professor and Director Environ-
mental Science Director Undergraduate Research,
Honors and Academic Assessment, Ferguson College
of Agricultural Hall was our speaker for the August
meeting. Her presentation on “Invasive Species of
Oklahoma including Kudzu * was very informative, es-
pecially the update on Kudzu. Many of us were una-
ware that kudzu had made such inroads into Oklaho-
ma, and how difficult it is to remove. We got great in-
sight into invasive species in Oklahoma—even some
Oklahoma Proven plants!
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Coming in September...

Our speaker for the September 17 meeting will be Julia
Laughlin, who currently holds the position of Oklahoma
County Horticulture Educator for the OSU Extension Service.
She is the Advisor the Oklahoma County Master Gardener
Volunteer Organization which has over 200 active gardening
volunteers and she appears regularly on Fox 25 with garden-
ing tips on “Growing Oklahoma” as well as hosts a podcast
called * The Urban Gardener”. She will be speaking on
“Bucket List — Favorite European Gardens”. Our speaker will
begin at 20 am with the meeting to follow at 11 am. Come
early for conversation! Remember, no food or drink!
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4 President’s Posting By Linda Reed

Our last speaker, Karen Hickman, gave us some things to think about
when we pick out plants to put in our gardens. With dismay | have to
admit, | have vinca minor as ground cover, a pistachio tree, and am
wanting a Chaste tree. | will have to do some heavy heart searching to
decide to keep what | have or to change them out and to forget about
the Chaste tree. The Blooming News encouraged everyone to get busy
setting up or updating Z-suite. | have set it up and it wasn’t that hard. If
you have lost your how to instructions Courtney sent out | am sure Jo-
seph can resend it or | can as | have kept them. We have a lot coming
up such as the Martin Nature Center trip, the county fair, visiting the
gardens of Lois Cox-Marshall and Kay Holder, and Monarch in the park,
These are just a few. Please look at the Dates to Remember for all that
is coming up. Remember to volunteer as you can...We always need vol-
unteers!

E Horticulture Scholarships by Marilyn Solomon

Congratulations to the students who
won the Horticulture and Landscape
Architecture Awards funded by CCM-
GA. We provided two awards for
$1000 each. President Linda Reed#
and Pres Elect Marilyn Solomon at-{
tended the presentation event at
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\V/ Behind the Shed By Dawn Butler

We are removing some plants from the Oklahoma Na-
tive Plant Bed and they are free to anyone who wants
them. Plants include a Dwarf Feather Grass/Bunny
Grass, a yucca, 5 Tall Coneflowers and several Carex/
sedges (we don’t know the variety.) Let’s coordinate
times so we can do a straight hand-off! It is important
that they be moved right away, as they are in the way
of a new greenhouse.

gDemo Garden By Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin

County Fair Demo Garden Tours: Demo garden needs this week:

1. bottled water

2. Non-melting snacks

3. volunteers for Day of Caring.

We have about 22 people coming and we need water & a few peo-
ple to help guide workers.

Everyone is invited to the Demo Garden last Tuesday of the month
Pot Luck luncheon from 11-1. You don't have to work in the garden
just bring yourself and if you can something to share. This is substi-
tuting for our snack time before our monthly meetings. This is at
the fair barn's southwest room where the restrooms are. Dates to
put on your calendar are:

Sept 30

Oct 28




@ Treasurer’'s Report By Nancy Logan

Treasurer’s Report as of August 31, 2025

Beginning balance as of July 31, 2025 is $53,913.87. Income of $5 Meeting Donation and
$35 Gloves Sold for Total Income of $40.00. Expenses were $1,069.35 Demo Garden;
$100 Gift for Courtney and $1,547.11 Greenhouse Supplies for 2026 Sale for Total Ex-
pense of $2,716.46. Balance at August 31, 2025 is $51,237.41, less budgeted items not
yet reimbursed, of $13,293.32 and less reserve for greenhouse repairs of $5,852.00,
leaving funds in excess of budget at $32,092.09.

Respectfully Submitted, Nancy Logan

EVENTS

Special Events By Lois Cox-Marshall

Garden Tour - It is almost here! September 10 at g am, we will be touring 2 gardens.
Kay Holder has a well-established garden at 15921 S. Midwest Blvd. Stop by and see
her garden. Then head over to my garden at 3708 Dalton Dr. to see a new garden start-
ed in May of this year. Advice for next year is appreciated. We will enjoy a pot-luck
brunch starting at 10:30 at my house.

(Directions: You will turn east on 37 th SE 37 th St. just south of the Royal Bavaria res-
taurant on Sooner or just north of Marcums Nursery. We are also on Apple maps and
Waze app but not in Google maps yet.)
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EVENTS

Garden Party! By Lois Cox-Marshall

September 27 will be here so quickly. Here is what you need to know. We still need

volunteers to work at a variety of tables helping kids of all ages to do nature crafts

and learn about Monarchs. We can provide the materials if you can supervise your

table. Two meetings were held to finalize the details about the afternoon. The Touch

-a-Truck will be open from g-noon with 9-10 being the quiet time for special needs

children. We are capitalizing on the crowd and bringing them into the garden for ed-

ucation and public relations. We have some great new ideas for this year.

Here are some materials you can help provide us for some of the crafts:

1. Cans emptied and clean with labels off and one end open—to be used for bird
feeders. Vegetable cans would be perfect but will not turn down other sizes.

2. Plastic lids cut in half to be glued on the open end of the cans.

See picture at right for details.

Pine cones for the pinecone bird feeders.

Leaves pressed flat to use in leaf rubbings.

Large paper sacks for taking projects home.

Take home containers to use in making fairy gardens for fall. |

currently have 35 but need at least that many more. (See pic-

ture at right) —

7. A quart size bag of sedums to add a few plants to the fairy| =
gardens. =

Please bring these items to the meeting in September.

Also, here are the volunteers still needed for the morning:

1. We need 4 people to help at the fairy garden tables. We will | 8
make the garden, then make small stepping stones to add
to it, and finally, a scarecrow for a fall look and to advertise
the scarecrow contest.

2. One more person for the scavenger hunt table.

3. One more person for the leaf rubbings.

4. One more person for the rock creations.

Please help us make this a great day for letting the public know what we do. Contact

me with any questions! Bring any of the above materials to the September 17 meet-

ing. A work session is scheduled in the garden on September 19 to prepare cans for

the bird feeder project. The children will decorate them at the garden party.

ChRE
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.90 Cleveland County Master
w Gardeners present

Join us for children’s storybook readings in our beautiful
Demonstration Garden by our own Master Gardener, JoAnn
Dysart! Located on the west side of the Cleveland County Fair
Grounds parking lot.

Every 3rd Friday at 10:00 AM
under the Pergola.

(Cancelled in case in rain!)

Parents, please bring a lawn chair for
comfortable seating!
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August Meeting Minutes By Jo Ann Dysart

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance (Linda Reed)

Approval of July Minutes by consensus (Linda Reed)

Special Events: Lois Cox-Marshall presented early so she could pass around sign-up sheet re Garden
Party in conjunction with Touch-a-Truck scheduled September 27. New garden aprons were revealed,
special thanks to Donna Carter, Georjana, and Peggy, for members to wear while walking around Touch
-a-Truck to entice attendees to visit our Garden Party.

Also, Lois handed out invitations to our Double Header Garden Tours on September 10 culminating in a
potluck brunch beginning at 10:30 at Lois’ new house. See Dates to Remember section for addresses
and directions.

Recognize August birthdays (Linda Reed)

Linda also recognized the new students in attendance who received a warm welcome and applause.
Hospitality (Lauretta Buchanan) Lauretta thanked everyone for contributing to our New Students’
Luncheon held August 15 at The Well. She appreciated all the good food, fellowship, setup and cleanup
help.

Treasurer’s Report (Nancy Logan) See page 3

Greenhouse (Nancy Logan) Nancy read an invitation to recruit new helpers to the greenhouse commit-
tee. Work begins in October and ends with our sale on April 11, 2026. Every committee member, new
and existing, is required to attend one of three orientation meetings to be held in the new classroom at
the extension office. Three date options are Sept. 11, 9:30-11:30, Sept. 17, 1:30-3:30 following monthly
meeting, or Sept. 22, 9:30-11:30. Her invitation concluded with “new and exciting things are happen-
ing; join us for all the fun.”

Demonstration Garden (Kathi Farley, Georjana Mauldin, Joan Barker) Kathi: Demo Garden tours are
scheduled in conjunction with the Cleveland County Fair, September 5 and 6, morning and afternoon
each day. We need three volunteers for each tour. Currently, we have a total of four volunteers. Text
Kathi at 405.919.2464 to volunteer.

Georjana: Scarecrow contest is October 25. You can have a scarecrow even if you do not have a bed. A
sign-up sheet was passed around for anyone with an interest in making a scarecrow. Georjana offered
to have a structure and/or make a head for those who want that assistance.

Joan Barker: United Way Day of Caring is September 12 from 10:00 to 2:00 in both the demo garden
and greenhouses. August 26 Hitachi will do a demo garden walk-thru then meet on Sept. 3 for a plan-
ning session. Joan, Kathi, and Nancy will attend this Sept. 3 lunch meeting. Master Gardeners are asked
to provided bottled water, possibly Gatorade, and snacks that will not melt (so no chocolate please) for
the Day of Caring workers.

Education (Sharon Mitchel) Sharon reported changes re Fact Sheet distribution at our two Farm Mar-
kets. She brought a plastic box to show the new method. Each plastic box contains a table of contents
and fact sheets in specific order.

Kay Holder re-fills these plastic boxes mid-week. Sharon asked that volunteers please make certain
each plastic box is returned to proper order at the end of each Farm Market. This will save Kay consid-
erable time each week. Sign-up sheets were passed around for volunteers to sign-up for both the Nor-
man and Moore Farm Markets. Volunteers are needed!

Rahmona wrote a very nice article for our newsletter re our Farm Markets. If you have not done so, be
sure to read it.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Page 7



August Meeting Minutes By Jo Ann Dysart

»

Monarchs in the Park is Sunday, September 28 in Legacy Park Norman from 11:00 to 4:00. Volunteers are
needed for the two shifts for this event. The City provides a canopy and chairs. Sharon will bring all the
supplies including fact sheets and info they disperse at Farm Markets. Rahmona will bring flower stickers.
And seeds from the demo garden will be available. A sign-up sheet was passed around for volunteers.
Growing Gardeners (Jeannie Kline) — no report

Membership (Lizzy Hedges) Lizzy reminded us that our interns have just a couple of months left prior to cer-
tification, and we were encouraged to remind them to get their hours.

Home Garden Tours (Lois Cox-Marshall, Molly Monaghan)

Lois presented this information at the beginning of our meeting.

Program Committee (Linda Reed) Jim Hanlon reminded us of the Friday, September 26 field trip to Martin
Park Nature Center, 5000 W. Memorial Road, OKC. He passed around a sign-up sheet as slots still available.
Event begins at 10:00.

Public Relations (Judy Kautz) Judy has been in contact with the woman in charge of the online store we use
to order t-shirts. When the store is available online, members will be notified by email and also in our
Blooming News weekly email.

The Newsletter deadline is always the 28th of the month. Judy’s goal for the next newsletter submission to
membership is September 5. Her point, please do not delay getting info to her for the upcoming newslet-
ter.

Special Events (Lois Cox-Marshall) Lois presented at the beginning of this meeting.

Special Projects (Jeanne Parker) The County Fair is in two weeks. Jeanne has two openings for volunteers:
one for entries on Sept. 3, 5:00 to 8:00pm and the other for judging on Sept. 4, beginning at 8:00am. We
are not judging; we assist the judges.

Distinguished Service Award nomination time is now. Nominations in writing must be submitted before
September. Refer to page 24 in our current Directory for details.

Styrofoam Recycling (Cathy Bowden) Cathy thanked everyone who volunteers in the Styrostation and a
special shout-out to Janelle, Claren, and Valerie for tending it while she was on vacation. In early Septem-
ber she will schedule a one-hour orientation to anyone who would like to join this effort. Watch for details
in Blooming News.

A representative from the company who purchased our last Styrofoam logs came for a visit to see how this
process works. He was impressed that this is an all-volunteer process. Last week the densifier produced 32
logs; that is equivalent to 42 linear yards of logs that were saved from landfills / ground water. This is a mas-
sive increase in production from earlier days.

Old Business ZSuite runs on a 4-H calendar, thus school schedule, so the year turns over in August. Training
must be completed EV ERY year. If a member has established an account, go into the account and re-
watch the trainings. Then, the background check can happen. If a member has not established an account,
it must happen. Every member is required to establish an account. Joseph is notified when accounts are
created.

There were several questions about how to make this happen including the $15 fee. Joseph will get answers
and report back to us in the next Blooming News.

New Business Linda Reed and Marilyn Solomon will travel to OSU for presentation of our organization’s
scholarships.

Adjourn, 11:43

Respectfully submitted, Jo Ann Dysart, Secretary
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Photo Booth

Below and right, Marilyn Solomon sent photos
from the Demo Garden—Ilovely! Bottom right
from Barbara Tunney: 4 black swallowtail but-
terfly caterpillars on parsley. You have to search
to find them all. (They wouldn’t pose for me.)




by Marilyn Solomon
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How About a Scarecrow Contest? By Georjana Mauldin

Oct 25 - Scarecrow contest in Demo
Garden

Hello all, let’s get down to brass
tacks here. At the August meeting, |
lined out members that want to
make a scarecrow for our October
25, 2025, Scarecrow Contest. Anyone ¥
can enter this contest. If you aren’t  §&%s
the crafty one in your family, get
your spouse or grandkids to make
one for you. Jerry Miller, Molly Mon- §
aghan, and | are working together on %
this project. Please ask us if you have §
any questions.

Plans for the Scarecrow Contest are
coming along swimmingly. Early Oc-
tober, we'll put the hammerdown
and get everything in place.

We had about 10 sign up to make
scarecrows at the last meeting but |
want 30. Maybe I'll settle for i
25. Some of us might make two. | ¥
plan to call membership to muscle

.

.....

Ml \

some into making one. Okay, maybe cajole them into making one, so ex-

pect a call from me. See flyer on the next page!

Also, | plan to get ribbons for winners. Three for Viewer's Choice, and 3 rib-
bons for each of the five Mayor to hand out for their 1st to 3rd places. Thank

you for everything.
How to Make a Scarecrow link:

https://www.2littlehooligans.com/2013/06/20/how-to-make-a-scarecrow/
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Got Scarecrows? By Georjana Mauldin

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND

\eveland Cﬂlu;,},
CLEVELAND COUNTY MASTER GARDENER MASTER
INAUGURAL SCARECROW CONTEST % GARDENER

DATE: OCTOBER 25, 2025
TIME:SAM TO 2PM

LOCATION: CLEVELAND COUNTY
MASTER GARDENER DEMONSTRATION
GARDEN, 615 E. ROBINSON, NORMAN

OK

COME VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE SCARECROW

VIEWER’S CHOICE WINNERS WILL RECEIVE
RIBBONS

THERE WILL BE RAFFLE DRAWINGS FOR OPPORTUNITY BASKETS AND $75 GIFT
CERTIFICATES FORTHE CCMG SPRING PLANT SALE ON 4/11/2026

THE GARDEN IS LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF CLEVELAND COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
PARKING LOT ' 1 ——g \

* o

= 1=
Rdbinsoanorter

|
ve. -

|

WMo N~ — ©

HPUEN
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Absolute Mexican Cornbread

The Recipe Box by Debbie Wood

Ingredients Gather all ingredients. Preheat the oven to 300
1 cup butter, melted degrees F (150 degrees C). Lightly grease a
1 cup white sugar gx13-inch baking dish.

4 €9gs Beat together butter and sugar in a large bowl.
1 (15 ounce) can cream-style corn Beat in eggs one at a time.

¥2 (4 ounce) can chopped green chile Blend in corn, chiles, Monterey Jack cheese,

peppers, drained

%45 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
%5 cup shredded Cheddar cheese

1 cup all-purpose flour

and Cheddar cheese.

Stir together flour, cornmeal, baking powder,

and salt in a separate bowl. Add flour mixture

1 cup yellow cornmeal to corn mixture; stir until smooth.

4 teaspoons baking powder Pour batter into the prepared pan.

1 teaspoon salt Bake in the preheated oven for 1 hour, or until
a toothpick inserted into the center of the pan

comes out clean.

Notes: This Mexican cornbread has got to be the tastiest and the most moist cornbread |

have ever made. Itis the most requested thing | cook, so | am sharing it. Don't let the in-

gredients fool you. It's unbelievable

Dijon Mustard Potato Salad by Jerry Miller

Combine mayonnaise, mustard, dill,
salt and pepper. Stir in potatoes,

1 mayonnai : : :
fc:ulgl el aDSf" tard radishes and onions. Cover; chill at
2 ksllelEs] et AL ioiie!r least 5 hours but best if chilled over-

2 tablespoons fresh dill, chopped(can sub gt

Ingredients

with dried dill) Note: A unique and flavorful chilled

1/2 teaspoon salt salad recipe with new potatoes, may-

1/2 teaspoon pepper onnaise, Dijon mustard, radishes and

2 pounds small red potatoes, cooked and fresh dill. Don't shy away from the

quartered 1/2 cup radishes (1/2 of 3 oz recipe because of the radishes - mince

package), minced t.“hem asﬁn(.e as you can and they will
just add a bit of zip.

1 cup green onions (2 bunches), chopped
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fcj%ﬁ The Recipe Box

by Kayla Roberts

Summer Fruit Bruschetta

Ingredients

1 Baguette

Small container of Strawberries
(I used about 5)

1 Peach

1 Jalapeno optional

8oz reqular goat cheese (can
use spicy mango habanero goat
cheese if you're feeling spicy)
Basil

Olive oil

Hot honey (Melinda's is sweeter,

mikes is spicier)
Balsamic vinegar
Salt and pepper

Preheat oven to 375 f

Slice baguette into 1in slic-
es, add to baking sheet with
parchment paper, drizzle ol-
ive oil, salt, and pepper.
Place in oven for s5-10
minutes or until it has a nice
golden tan

In a bowl mix:

Sliced and diced 5 strawber-
ries Sliced and diced 1
peach add your hearts
desire of basil;

One jalapeno seeded and diced (optional)

Trusted my heart with balsamic vinaigrette, olive oil,
and hot honey. | prefer Mikes hot honey but Melinda's
hot honey is what | used this time!

Let the crostini's cool

Top with goat cheese, fruit mix, finish with more hot

honey drizzled on top!
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OSU EXTENSION
CLEVELAND COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS

Saturday
October 11
10:30-11:30 am
Room B - Moore Public Library

Let’s Get Gardening:
Putting Your Garden to Bed

Just because summer ends doesn't mean your garden has to! Join us with Judy Kautz of the
Cleveland County Master Gardeners to learn how to prepare your plants - herbs, crops,
perennials, trees, roses, and shrubs - for a healthy winter rest. We'll also share creative tips for
adding cozy, fall-inspired touches to your garden and home. Registration Requested.

B 4o Thionee
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e Courtney’s Farewell by Judy Kautz
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by Judy Kautz
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€
5‘3{ Upcoming Events

CLEVELAND COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS DATES TO REMEMBER

e January - December 2nd Tuesday - Executive Board Meeting 11a-12p

e May thru October 1st and 3rd Saturday - Moore Farm Market in Moore at Central Park,
8am-12p

e Apr to October every Saturday - Norman Farm Market in Norman at The Well 8am to 12p

e 3d Friday Storytime for preschoolers in Demo Garden, 10:00am at Pergola, J. Dysart

e Demo Garden workdays: Tuesdays & Fridays, 8:00 to 11:00; and 2d Saturday 8:00 to noon,
Rachel Jones team leader

e Sept 3/4 - Fair intake 2:30p-5:30 & 5-8p/Judging starts at 8a

e Sept 5-6 - Demo Garden open for fair. Volunteers needed (Kathi Farley)

e Sept 10 - Double Header Garden Tours: 9:00 Kay Holder, 15921 S. Midwest Blvd., OKC, ad-
dress in GPS; Lois Cox-Marshall, 3708 Dalton Dr., Moore. Directions: Driving north on Soon-
er/12th St, pass Indian Hills Rd and Marcum’s Nursery to SE 37th St. Turn right, and Dalton
is at the end, not in GPS. Potluck brunch at 10:30 at Lois’ house. Bring a dish to share;
drinks provided. (Molly Monaghan)

e Sept 12 -United Way Day of Caring, 10a-2p at Demo garden and Greenhouses (Kathi Farley,
Nancy Logan)

e Sept 13 - Saturday Demo Garden workday, 8:00-11:00 (Rachel Jones)

e Sept 17 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg - program speaker is Julie Laughlin on “Bucket List - Favorite
European Gardens” (Linda Reed)

e Sept 26 - Field trip to Martin Park Nature center, 5000 W. Memorial Rd., OKC beginning at
10am. Wear comfortable shoes. Cost S5, Contact Jim Hanlon with any questions. (Jim
Hanlon)

e Sept 27 - Touch-a-Truck and Garden party (Lois-Cox-Marshall)

e Sept 28 - Monarchs in the Park, 11:00am-4:00pm, Legacy Park Norman (Sharon Mitchel)

e Sept 30 - Last Tuesday of the month Demo Pot Luncheon,11a-1p, all invited, fair barn SW
room where restrooms are, all invited (Kathi Farley)

e Oct 11—Education opportunity, Moore Library, Putting Your Garden to Bed (Judy Kautz)

e Oct 15 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg, NRH Education Center, 901 N Porter, 9:30a-12P, program
speaker will be from the Sierra Club- more info coming (Sam Lane-Strickland)

e Oct 25 - Scarecrow contest in Demo Garden (Georjana Mauldin)

e Oct 28 - Last Tuesday of the month Demo Pot Luncheon,11a-1p, all invited, fair barn SW
room where restrooms are, all invited (Kathi Farley)

e November 5 - Harvest feast

e December - Christmas party

e Feb 18, 2026 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg - program speaker is Casey Hentges speaking on soil
science (Jim Hanlon)
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New student luncheons are about welcoming
students with delicious food, friendship and
vases with starter plants!

MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop-
erating. The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension
Service offers its programs to all eligible persons
regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, genetic information, gender identity,
national origin, disability, marital or veteran sta-
tus, or any other legally protected status. OCES
provides equal opportunities in programs and
employment.

The CCMGA newsletter is published as an educa-
tional service by the Cleveland County Oklahoma
Cooperative Extension Service, 601 East Robin-
son, Norman, OK 73071-6616

Office 405-321-4774 Fax 405-360-0319

Email ccmastergardener@yahoo.com

Website
www.clevelandcountymastergardeners.org

Courtney DeKalb-Myers
Extension Educator
Horticulture

Submit suggested articles for the newsletter
not later than the 28th of each month to
Editor Judy Kautz at jkautzpre@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Judy Kautz

OSU EXTENSION

CLEVELAND COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS

For More Information Check out the updated Horticulture and
Master Gardener sections on the Cleveland County Extension
Office website.  The address is www.oces.okstate.edu/
cleveland.
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