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Our speaker for the September 17 meeting was Julia 
Laughlin, who currently holds the position of Oklaho-
ma County Horticulture Educator for the OSU Exten-
sion Service. She is the Advisor the Oklahoma County 
Master Gardener Volunteer Organization which has 
over 200 active gardening volunteers and she appears 
regularly on Fox 25 with gardening tips on “Growing 
Oklahoma” as well as hosts a podcast called “ The Ur-
ban Gardener”. She shared with us European gardens 
that are favorites of all. The photos were beautiful! 

The Sierra Club Red Earth Group will speak at our 
meeting on October 15.  Three of their group, Rob-
ert Scafe, Howard Baer and Heather Supinie, will 
speak to us about their work with pollinator gardens 
and with Native prairie restoration in three of Nor-
man’s parks—Eastwood Park, Saxon Park, and Colo-
nial Commons Park.  Our speakers will begin at 10 
am with the meeting to follow at 11 am. Come early 
for conversation!  Remember, no food or drink! 

Coming in October…        



 The end of the year is racing upon us.  We need to get our 
hours completed.  They will be due before we know it.  Also 
with the new year, we have new officers sworn in and com-
mittee heads and members are going to be needed,  Please 
think about working in a committee and possibly being the 
head of one.  Most people are worried about the commit-
ment; however this year I have seen how much fun it has 
been.  If there are enough people willing to join then it makes 
everything easy!    

Page 2 

President’s  Posting      By Linda Reed 

T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  

Pres Elect’s Posting         By Marilyn Solomon 

 Thank you to those agreeing to fill positions for 2026.  I will be 
contacting some more members for open positions and com-
mittee chairs.  I know we will have a great Executive Board! 

Turtles—Martin Nature Center,  

by Marilyn Solomon 



 This is a Compass Plant in the Mosquito 
Repellant Bed that needs to be moved. 
Information I've gotten:   Latin name - 
Silphium laciniatum Currently, it's less 
than a foot tall but grows large.  It's a 
sturdy prairie plant with large, deeply cut 
leaves and yellow sunflower-like flow-
ers.  It requires a few years to enlarge and 
bloom.  The leaves can grow up to 18" 

long.  Does best in heavy soils and is drought tolerant.  Full sun or partial 
shade.  Gets its name from the leaves aligning on a north-south axis, to conserve 
moisture.  
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Behind the  Shed           By Deborah Baroff 

T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  

Garden looks great! If you haven’t visited in a while, come see us! 
Upcoming doings in the garden for October: 
• Tuesdays, Fridays & 2nd Saturday of every month workdays 9-

12. Open for tours also (Rachel Jones in charge of Saturday, Oct 
11th, 307-399-8084) 

• Storytime in the garden with JoAnn Dysart every 3rd Friday at 
10am 

• OU Little Event Oct 18, 9-12pm 
• Scarecrow Contest Oct 25th. You don’t have to work in the gar-

den to enter a scarecrow. Contact Georjana. 405-568-8687 
• Demo Garden Pot Luck on Oct 28th 11-1pm Located in the SW 

room fair barn. All invited. Last of the season! 
Remember the garden closes at the end of October so if you need 
to get your hours in you need to hurry. 

Demo Garden              By Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin 
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Treasurer’s Report     By Nancy Logan 

Beginning balance as of August 31, 2025 is $51,237.41. No income for September. Expens-
es were $122.91 Garden Party Supplies; $190.40 New Class Luncheon and $734.87 Green-
house Supplies for 2026 Sale for Total Expense of $1,048.18. Balance at September 30, 
2025 is $50,189.23, less budgeted items not yet reimbursed, of $12,245.14 and less reserve 
for greenhouse repairs of $5,852.00, leaving funds in excess of budget at $32,092.09. 
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Logan 
Reimbursement requests for current year expenses need to be submitted before Decem-
ber 31, 2025. Reimbursement forms are on the website under Member News. Original re-
ceipts must be attached to the form. You can mail the forms to Nancy Logan, 717 Ozark 
Ln, Norman 73069, or leave them at the extension office, M-F, 8-4pm. 

Garden Party!            By Lois Cox-Marshall 

All I can say is WOW, AMAZING, UNBELIEVABLE! We had 363 children (we tried to 
make it 16 and under) and 403 adults for a total of 766!!! I served as the greeter, and I 
couldn’t believe how many people said they did not know there was a garden here. We 
are good at keeping a secret! They enjoyed the garden tour as much as the kids en-
joyed the garden crafts. We ran out of supplies at many tables as we were planning on 
100 children! Thanks to our two wonderful Gertrude Gardeners: Sherry Garner and 
Rayge Johnson. They roamed the Touch-a-Truck event and handed out over 400 stick-
ers used to invite them to visit our garden. It worked!  
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers: Sam Lane, Nancy Logan, Georjana Mauldin, Lizzy 
Hedges, Kayla Parmele Roberts, Judy Kautz, Susan Aikman, Karen Driscol, Melody 
Palm, Marilyn Solomon, Janie Denton, Mary Engel, Kathi Farley, Bonnie Selzer, Rhon-
da Hymel, Joan Barker, Jeannie Kline, and Molly Monaghan. If I missed someone, it 
was not intentional! One of my Afghan grandchildren, Rabia, even came to volunteer 
(school assignment) and kept up with the count. Special thanks to Donna Carter for 
sewing the great new Gertrude Gardener aprons. Peggy Brock donated a lovely Mon-
arch butterfly set of wings for the kids to stand as the body for a photo op. And a big 
thanks to Charlie Stemm for making the lovely signs that we used on the fence. 
The great news is that Lizzy in talking with Pioneer Library found out they want to in-
clude us as part of their event next year! We are excited but also have to start thinking 
BIG for next year. We could be overwhelmed with people but what great exposure to 
what we do. We will be getting ready early! 
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Thanks for all who attended the garden tours at both Kay Holder’s and my home. It was great fel-
lowship to visit about the garden and then sit and share a meal together. We miss that with our 
new meeting locations. The food was great and the attendance was wonderful. We had close to 
25 who attended and most stayed for brunch. Below and next page are pictures of my garden. 

Garden Tour!            By Lois Cox-Marshall 
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Garden Tour!            By Lois Cox-Marshall 
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September Meeting Minutes        By Jo Ann Dysart 

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance (Marilyn Solomon) 
Approval of August Minutes by consensus (Marilyn Solomon) 
Recognize September birthdays (Marilyn Solomon)) 
Hospitality (Lauretta Buchanan) Our Harvest Feast is November 13 at Sarkey’s Founda-
tion, 530 E. Main, Norman 73071.  Sherry Garner will assist Lauretta and Rahmona. 
Treasurer’s Report (Nancy Logan) See page 3  
Greenhouse (Nancy Logan) Participants in the recent Day of Caring set up our new hospi-
tal greenhouse.  Jim Hanlon and Jerry Miller did a great job of preparing the site—leveled, 
gravel.  They will also add electricity and water. 
Today at 1:00 is the second orientation date option for the greenhouse crew. 
Demonstration Garden (Georjana Mauldin) The Day of Caring was wonderful.  We have a 
new straw bale bed, Linda Dolezal’s idea.  They made repairs to Kathi’s bed.  In October 
the OU event participants will spruce up the place in preparation for the Scarecrow Con-
test on October 25.  You can have a scarecrow even if you do not have a bed.  A sign-up 
sheet was circulated for anyone with an interest in making a scarecrow.  Georjana offered 
to have a structure and/or make a head for those who want that assistance.  Her goal is to 
have 30 scarecrows.  She recommended stuffing trash bags with newspapers to shape 
the scarecrow and keep the stuffing dry in case of rain.  If you buy a straw bale, you can 
use it for mulch later.  Scarecrow makers take their creation home after the contest. 
Education (Sharon Mitchel) Sharon brought two scarecrows custom made by Georjana 
for use on Farm Market tables to promote our October 25 event. Sharon circulated sign-
up sheet for volunteers at both the Moore and Norman Farm Markets.  Volunteers are 
needed this Saturday.  We need at least two volunteers each weekend. Our events, in-
cluding the Garden Party and Scarecrow Contest, are promoted at the Farm Markets. 
On October 11, Judy Kautz is teaching an education class Putting Your Garden to Bed at 
the Moore Public Library in room B at 10:00.   
Growing Gardeners (Jeannie Kline) A NPS Dimensions Academy science teacher request-
ed her students have a few classes in our Demo Garden.  Kathi has volunteers to teach 
some classes.  The first class will be Friday, Sept. 19.  Linda Dolezal will teach square-foot 
gardening and soil.  Class dates are on Fridays from 2:30 to 3:15.  Class dates are Septem-
ber 19 and 26 and October 3, 10, and 17.  Following each class, participants will walk thru 
the garden.  Students will utilize their new info to do gardening at their school.  We can 
provide Fact Sheets.  Nancy offered to make the greenhouse available for one class date.  
Oct. 17 is the best fit for the greenhouse.  Georjana will create post card handouts with 
dates / times; Joseph will make copies. 
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September Meeting Minutes    By Jo Ann Dysart 

Membership (Lizzy Hedges) – no report 
Home Garden Tours (Molly Monaghan) – no report 
Last week’s garden tours were wonderful. 
Program Committee (Jim Hanlon and Sam Lane-Strickland) Jim Hanlon reminded us of the Fri-
day, September 26 field trip to Martin Park Nature Center, 5000 W. Memorial Road, OKC.  
Event begins at 10:00.  Pay your $5 at the site.  Let Jim know if you did not receive an email 
about this event. 
Sam let us know the speakers for our October monthly meeting from the Oklahoma group Sier-
ra Club are Robert Scafe along with others including Adriene, Howard, and Heather.  They will 
talk about their pollinator work with Norman Parks and also a prairie restoration project. 
Public Relations (Judy Kautz) The store is still open to order long / short sleeve t-shirts, sweat-
shirts in both red and green.  To date only 14 orders have been placed.  The store will close  Sep-
tember 25.  Check Blooming News each Monday for a link to order. 
The Newsletter deadline is always the 28th of the month.  The next newsletter may have a dif-
ferent look as Microsoft will no longer support Publisher. 
Special Events (Lois Cox-Marshall) 
One activity for our Garden Party is making fairy gardens.  Melody Palm is in charge of this ac-
tivity and is making mini stepping stones for this table.  Lois needs take-home food containers 
for the kids to take home their fairy gardens.  Georjana is making mini scarecrows for this activi-
ty. 
We have several volunteers to be Gertrude Gardener who will roam the  
touch-a-truck event and promote our garden party. A photo area will be near the entrance / but-
terfly garden. Lois circulated printed cards to promote this September 27 event.  She also circu-
lated a sign-up sheet as more volunteers are needed.  Following today’s meeting, Lois is having 
a brief meeting with existing volunteers to touch base re assignments and supplies. 
Special Projects (Jeanne Parker) 
Jeanne thanked each Fair volunteer individually, by name.  She reported the new building has 
great lighting and high ceilings.  They had 370 entries which required additional space above 
and beyond their original assigned space.  A unique entry was a dead horse arum plant which 
has a hairy bloom and an extremely nasty odor for the purpose of attracting flies.  Some win-
ners were a single-stem celosia, a giant Philodendron, and a very large pumpkin.  The pumpkin 
grower told Jeanne he plucked off all the flowers of surrounding pumpkins to allow the winner 
to grow to its huge size. 
Styrofoam Recycling (Cathy Bowden) Cathy reminded us that washing Styrofoam is a way to 
earn service hours.  Next Wednesday from noon to 6:00 at University Lutheran Church is a wash
-a-thon with volunteers requested to work a one-hour shift. Cathy cautioned us re the danger of 
microplastics. She let us know that the rose bed has two new roses:  a long-stem hybrid tea, red, 
and a knock out rose. 
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September Meeting Minutes    By Jo Ann Dysart 

Old Business 
Q:  When will Courtney’s position be replaced? 
A:  The position is open and accepting applications.  OSU is in 
charge of the timeline. 
Z-Suite runs on a 4-H calendar, thus school schedule, so the year 
turns over in August.  Therefore, training must be completed every 
year.  Z-Suite enrollment is open. 
If a member established an account previously, open account and 
re-watch the trainings.  Then, the background check can happen.  
If at the end of the process you receive a ‘pending approval’ mes-
sage, it is okay to move forward.  If a member has not yet estab-
lished an account, check the Blooming News email for a link to get 
started.  Establish a household account under Clover Academy; 
check the ribbon on the left side of the screen.  Every member is 
required to establish an account.  Joseph is notified when accounts 
are created.  Contact Joseph with questions at jo-
seph.stubbs@okstate.edu or 405.321.4774.  Also, if you paid the 
$15 earlier this year, you are good. 
New Business  Marilyn needs to start filling positions for next year.  
She mentioned the need for a president-elect.  Contact Marilyn if 
you are interested in serving next year as an officer or committee 
chair. 
Lois reminded us of a need for cans to turn into birdfeeders; please 
remove labels. Styrofoam Recycling (Cathy Bowden) Cathy re-
minded us that washing  
Adjourn, 12:00 
Respectfuly submitted, Jo Ann Dysart, Secretary 
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  Cleveland County Fair    by Jeanne Parker 

The Master Gardeners accepted 370 Horticulture entries at this year’s Cleveland County 
Fair. Entries included cut flowers, plants, Fruits, and vegetables. There were so many en-
tries we had to expand our space. We were located in the new building, which is very nice. 
Exhibitors brought their entries in wagons and handcarts. Entries included a fairy garden 
in a large birdbath, a potted philodendron that was as large as half the table. A two foot 
tall pumpkin that had to be rolled into place. A very large prickly cactus, just ask Susan 
Stravato. Then there was the stinky entry. Have you ever smelled a Dead Horse? 
Arum (Helicodiceros)? My advise stay down wind, it’s hairy flower emits a strong rotting 
odor to attract flies for pollination. Best of Show Winners: (see Pictures) Flowers: Single 
stem Celosia (red Cockscomb) Plants: Large Philodendron; Pumpkin: Very Large Pumpkin 
I would like to thank Kay Holder, Debra Howse, Janie Denton Susan Stravato, Marilyn Sol-
omon, Judy Kautz, Darlene Switalski, Donna Carter, Patty Cummings, Lois Cox-Marshall, 
Charles Stemm, and Mary Engel for making this years Fair successful. 
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  Cleveland County Fair    by Jeanne Parker 
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  Cleveland County Fair    by Jeanne Parker 
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  How About a Scarecrow Contest?  By Georjana Mauldin 

Oct 25 - Scarecrow contest in Demo 
Bodies are ready.  You can pick them up 
in the Demo Garden, or wait until time 
to put up the scarecrows.  We will be in-
stalling the scarecrows on Friday, Octo-
ber 24, 9am to noon.  This will be a big 
day.  We will need help.  Bring your scis-
sors, glue guns, hammers, thoughts and 
prayers that this will all work out. Jerry 
Miller cut this side of a 1,000 pieces of 
wood to make the scarecrows.  We have 
15 traditional and 15 with articulating 
arms.  I am nominating Jerry for the 
Lumber Piece Prize to be awarded later. 
We are in need of T-posts.  We will use 
the T-posts as support for the scare-
crows, and zip tie the scarecrow to the T
-post. The headcount about making 
heads is coming along.  I’m making bur-
lap sacks that you can stuff for a head.  
I’m also offering clay pots and real 
pumpkins as heads.  I made three buck-
et heads, free for the taking.  The head 
can be easy … or not one at all.  Maybe 
just a hat. Bring your fall decorations to spruce up your scarecrow spot.  We was 
the garden to as fall-looking as we can get it. I’ve invited all the mayors of Cleve-
land County to participate.  Each one will have three ribbons to award their favor-
ite scarecrows.  County Commissioners and other county officials have also been 
invited.  I’ve put up posters in places like the libraries and resident halls.  Home De-
pot has given us three buckets filled with garden items to raffle off.  And Nancy Lo-
gan is giving us three gift certificates for the 2026 Spring Plant Sale. Look for more 
info in the Blooming News. 
How to Make a Scarecrow link: 
https://www.2littlehooligans.com/2013/06/20/how-to-make-a-scarecrow/  
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  Got Scarecrows?      By Georjana Mauldin 
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  Preheat oven to 400 degrees.  Lightly grease 13 x 9 x 
2 metal pan (I sometimes use a 9 or 10 inch spring-
form pan) 
Into medium bowl, sift flour with baking powder, salt 
and sugar, With pastry blender or 2 knives, cut in ¼ 
cup butter until mixture resembles coarse cornmeal. 
With fork, stir in egg, milk, and vanilla, mixing until 
smooth – about 1 minute.  Spread batter evenly in 
bottom of prepared pan.  Arrange plum, peach and 
apple slices, slightly overlapping, in parallel rows 
over batter. Arrange grapes in rows between other 
fruit. 
Make topping:  combine sugar, cinnamon, and melt-
ed butter; sprinkle over fruit. 
Bake 35 minutes, or until fruit is tender.  Remove to 
wire rack. 
Beat jelly with 1 tbsp hot water, brush over fruit. 
To serve:  cut into rectangles while still war.  Top 
with whipped cream, if desired.  Makes 12 servings. 

Ingredients  
1 ¼ cups sifted all purpose flour 
1 ½ tsp baking powder 
½ tsp salt 
¼ cup sugar 
¼ cup butter 
1 egg beaten 
¼ c milk 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
3 fresh plums, pitted and cut into eighths 
2 fresh peaches, peeled and sliced 
1 tart apple, thinly sliced 
1 cup seedless green grapes 
Topping: 
¼ cup sugar 
1 tsp cinnamon 
¼ cup butter, melted 
¼ cup currant or red raspberry jelly (have 
used apricot) 

Fresh Fruit Kuchen 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 

Sear roast in oil on all sides in skillet 
- Transfer roast to slow cooker; Add consume, 
onion soups, sprinkle Ranch mix over top of 
roast. 
- Top with stick of butter &amp; place peppers 
on and around roast; Cook on low 8 hours 
- Remove roast from slow cooker &amp; shred 
with 2 forks. 
- Strain remaining liquid &amp; bring to boil in 
sauce pan, add flour slurry, whisk in, reduce to a 
simmer, whisking til thickened. 
- Serve shredded roast over mashed potatoes of 
cauliflower mash &amp; top with gravy. 

Ingredients  
1 3 pound chuck roast 
2 tbsp olive oil 
1 packet Ranch Dressing Mix (3-4 
tbsp powder) 
1 can beef consume 
2 cans French Onion Soup 
½ cup unsalted butter (1 stick) 
¼ cup sliced pepperoncini peppers 
3 tbsp AP flour for gravy mixed 
with about ½ water to make slurry 

Crock Pot Mississippi Pot Roast, less salty version 
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Heat up a large skillet on high. 
Add oil to hot skillet. Note: if you 
have a slow cooker that has a 
saute setting, you can do this right 
in your slow cooker. 
Take a paper towel and make sure 
you dry both sides of the roast. 
Season with a little bit of freshly 
ground pepper. You want the skil-

let to be really hot to brown or "sear" the roast quickly. Once 
the skillet is nice and hot, add the roast. 
Allow the roast to cook for about 2-3 minutes until it is golden 
brown. Using tongs, flip the meat over and sear the other side 
of the roast for another 2-3 minutes. 
Transfer meat to slow cooker. Sprinkle packets of dry ranch 
dressing and onion soup mixes over roast. Top with a stick of 
butter then place peppers on and around roast. 
Cover and cook on low for 6 hours. Take two forks and start 
shredding the meat. 
Discard any big fatty pieces. Place pork back into the slow 
cooker and stir well in the juices to coat. 
Then serve on mashed potatoes or rice. You can even stack on 
a roll with a slice of provolone or mozzarella cheese 

Ingredients  
3 pound boneless pork roast 
2 Tablespoons olive oil (or vege-
table oil)   
salt and pepper, to taste 
1 packet ranch dressing mix   
1 packet dry onion soup mix 
½ cup (1 stick) butter – REAL 
salted butter (not margarine)   
6 pepperoncini peppers 

Crock Pot Mississippi Pork Roast 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 
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CLEVELAND COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS DATES TO REMEM-
BER 

• January - December 2nd Tuesday - Executive Board Meeting 11a-
12p 

• May thru October 1st and 3rd Saturday - Moore Farm Market in 
Moore at Central Park, 8am-12p  

• Apr to October every Saturday - Norman Farm Market in Norman at 
The Well 8am to 12p  

• 3d Friday Storytime for preschoolers in Demo Garden, 10:00am at 
Pergola, J. Dysart 

• Demo Garden workdays:  Tuesdays & Fridays, 8:00 to 11:00; and 2d 
Saturday 8:00 to noon, Rachel Jones team leader 

• Oct 11—Education opportunity, Moore Library, Putting Your Garden 
to Bed (Judy Kautz) 

• Oct 15 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg, NRH Education Center, 901 N Porter, 
9:30a-12P, program speaker will be from the Sierra Club- more info 
coming (Sam Lane-Strickland) 

• Oct 25 - Scarecrow contest in Demo Garden (Georjana Mauldin)  

• Oct 28 - Last Tuesday of the month Demo Pot Luncheon,11a-1p, all 
invited, fair barn SW room where restrooms are, all invited (Kathi 
Farley)  

• November 13 - Harvest feast  
• Nov 22—Education Class: Wreath Making, 10:00 at Extension class-

room, 631 E. Robinson 

• December - Christmas party  

• Feb 18, 2026 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg - program speaker is Casey 
Hentges speaking on soil science (Jim Hanlon)  

 Upcoming Events   



MASTER  GARDENER  ASSOCIATION 

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop-
erating.  The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service offers its programs to all eligible persons 
regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, gender identity, 
national origin, disability, marital or veteran sta-
tus, or any other legally protected status.  OCES 
provides equal opportunities in programs and 
employment. 
 
The CCMGA newsletter is published as an educa-
tional service by the Cleveland County Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Service, 601 East Robin-
son, Norman, OK 73071-6616 
Office 405-321-4774 Fax 405-360-0319 
Email ccmastergardener@yahoo.com 
Website 
www.clevelandcountymastergardeners.org 
 
Courtney DeKalb-Myers 
Extension Educator 
Horticulture 

For More Information Check out the updated Horticulture and 
Master Gardener sections on the Cleveland County Extension 
Office website.  The address is www.oces.okstate.edu/
cleveland.  

Submit suggested articles for the newsletter 
not later than the 28th of each month to 
Editor Judy Kautz at  jkautzpre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  Judy Kautz 

More Photos  

mailto:%20jkautzpre@gmail.com

