
Our April program was 
presented by Allan 
Storojohann, an 
experienced horticulturist, 
educator and 
communicator, who spoke 
to us about landscaping 
and gardening in general.  
He gave us useful and 
practical ideas for our 
gardens. Pictured above, 

Mr. Storojohann with Program Chair Rhonda Hymel. 
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the Extension 
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June 17, 2026 will be our CCMGA Monthly Meeting, 
held at the Moore Public Library. Our own Rah-
mona Thompson will speak to us about pressing 
flowers, which may be a lost art! It will be lovely to 
learn about how to preserve our beautiful flowers 
into works of art. We will socialize at 9:30, and we 
can now bring snacks to our meetings.  Bring your 
own drinks.  Our speaker will begin at 10,and our 
business meeting will follow at 11 am. 

Coming in June 

April Speaker Storojohann Did Not Disappoint! 



Though April showers may come your way, they bring the flowers that 
bloom in May. .."  Some of my faithful blooming May Flowers are: Stella 
d'Oro lily, poppy, Amarilis lily  peony, rose, and begonias. The weather 
keeps us guessing as to what will thrive and what will dive. As many of 
you know, I had surgery a couple of weeks and what should have been 
more or less a drive through process turned into a two-part harrowing 
experience. I am so grateful to Jerry and Lynn (my sister) Miller, Linda 
Dolezil and my husband, Kerry,  for rescuing my bedding plants on my 
front porch from sure demise on Saturday. Linda planted my tomato 
and pepper plants along with some vegetable seeds, while the others 
potted up all my other plants. Also a big thank you to Linda Reed, Janie 
Denton, Kathi Farley, and Sharon Mitchel for planning on helping me on 
Sunday. My Saturday helpers knocked it out in just a few hours. Friends-
in-deed. Love my CCMGA family.  Happy Gardening!   Marilyn 
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President’s  Posting     By Marilyn Solomon 

T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  

Stella d’Oro (above) and Amaryllis (right) 
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The date has been set for September 26, from 9 to noon. The Touch-a-Truck event draws a huge crowd, and 
now we get to benefit from that crowd even more than we have in the last two years. With our advertising 
added to theirs, we look forward to having a great crowd.  
We need to start our planning early to be ready for this event. Below is a list of the activities we are looking for 
at this point. I am open to any other ideas you might have. We want you to get a few of your fellow master 
gardeners together to work on a specific project. Plan it, start purchasing your supplies (reimbursement avail-
able). When we get to September, it will be a great event and many more people will learn about our out-
standing organization! 
Painted rocks – We have done this in the past and the kids love it. We can buy black rocks and just add de-
tails. We plan to go with the Halloween theme, so can encourage spiders and other fall creatures. 
Pinecone/acorn bird feeders – This is truly a messy one but very effective. We have never used acorns, but 
any who have those available, please collect them. Also collect the needed pinecones. As this is going into the 
fall, birdfeeders are great to create for winter. 
Leaf art – The kids are very creative—using pressed leaves, sticks, seeds, etc. to create fall/Halloween pic-
tures. 
Leaf rubbings – Fun to see the outline of leaves using chalk and paper. 
Pressed flower/leaf bookmarks – This is a new one for us. We should be able to collect lots of flowers to press 
and have ready for this. Using contact paper, the children can create a bookmark for  one of our activities be-
low. 
Reading corner – To give the children a time to slow down, we will have a reading corner with garden books. 
A master gardener will read to them. Lizzy has offered to bring nature books for the children to check out with 
their library card to take home. 
Fairy/gnome gardens – What a hit these made last year. We may do these in the hoop house this year. They 
start by making miniature stepping stones and then move on to getting the dirt, a sedum to add, and a few 
items to add. We can make scarecrows to add to the garden, and also come up with Halloween themed items. 
Seed bombs – The kids love to make these to throw in their gardens. 
Scavenger hunt – This activity is a favorite one. This year, there will be 3 categories for children of different 
ages, ranging from easy to find to more challenging. The parents really get into the more difficult ones. 
Monarch education and picture station – We will teach them about the Monarchs as we always have. Also, 
they can take a picture in front of our Monarch wings.  
Plant a bulb – We can’t plant seeds at this time of year but could possibly plant a bulb for fall.  
Compost demonstration – We have a great compost pile. Let’s educate people on how to create one. 
Worm hotel – Kids love worms so we will have someone there to tell about our worm bin. 
Master Gardener information table – One or two can sit at this table to give out info about our program. 
Growing Gardener information table – Same as above—let people know about what we do. 
Gertrude Gardener – It is good to have several wearing our aprons and handing out stickers to those at the 
Touch-a-Truck event to advertise them to come into the garden. 
Welcome committee – We greet attendees at the door and also take a count of adults and children. With a 
bigger attendance, this is an even more important job. The library system may provide bags for attendees to 
have and put their creations in to take home. 
As you can see, it will take our entire master gardener organization to do this right and provide activities for all 
children who attend. If you have other ideas, please share. At the June meeting, we will have some time after 
the meeting to gather your group and pick your activity. Let’s make this the best outreach program ever! 

Special Events—Garden Party    By Lois Cox-Marshall 
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Farmer’s Market Information   By Lizzy Hedges 

We are looking for volunteers to sit at the Farm Market booths. Sign up 
with Lizzy Hedges or through Sign-Up genius. The times have been updat-
ed to the actual time we need to be there; they are open 8-12, but we need 
time to set up and clean up.  
Norman Farm Market, Apr-Nov Every Saturday, The Well, 7:45am-12:15pm 
210 James Garner Ave. Norman OK, 73069 
Moore Farm Market, May-Oct 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Central Park, 7:45am-
12:15pm; 700 S. Broadway Ave. Moore OK, 73160 

Upcoming Demo Garden Garage Sale dates are June 26 & 27th, Friday & Saturday. 9-1. 
Bring garden items only to donate.  
All demo garden keys need to be turned into Georjana or Nancy. We are now on a coded 
lock. Code 2027. 
Our next second Saturday workday is June 13th, 8-11. Dawn Butler is in charge. 
All is well. We have new things to see, thanks to the construction crew, Jerry Miller Jim 
Hanlon, Jerry McRae, and Mark Hicks. 
New locks are working perfectly. I’ll be collecting the old keys from the Demo Garden keys 
at the general meeting . So dig your key out and bring them. 
We are still working 9am to 11am. It will change when we start getting 100 degree weather. 
Reading under the Pergola had several visitors today. Bring your grandkids or neighbor-
hood kids. Third Friday at 10am under the pergola. 
Interns are getting their hour in for 
completion of the program. Life is 
good. 
We have a lot of new mulch from 
Tree Wizard when they took down 
my favorite tree. Sad. 
Demo Garden thanks the OU stu-
dents who showed up to work. All 
walkways were cleared front to 
back and 2 loads of compost un-
loaded!  Thanks to all!!  

Demo Garden              By Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin 
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Demo Garden      By Kathi Farley 



Page 6 T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  

March Meeting Minutes         By Janie Denton 

Speaker: Rahmona Thompson. Companion Plant Ecology: Or Why Bother 
Minutes will be postponed until next month due to newsletter not being able to be sent out. 
Reports from Committees: 
Treasurer: Nancy Logan. Budget read 
Greenhouse: Nancy Logan. Plant sale is in 3 weeks. Need sturdy boxes for moving plants from 
greenhouse to the fair barn. The apple boxes at Sam’s Club will work perfectly. Lizzy also has some 
boxes she will bring. Will need the boxes delivered on Friday, April 10 from 8-11 a.m. You can also 
bring the boxes on Thursday afternoon from noon to 2. Donna will need help with boxes being 
moved on Friday. 
Demo Garden: Kathi Farley. Requested more interns for the garden. We have 19 interns and only 6 
showed up for the mandatory introduction/orientation. As you clean out at home let us know if you 
have items that can be used in the garden, i.e., shovels, rakes, etc. 
Education: Sharon Mitchell. Passed around a sign-up sheet for volunteers to work in the Moore 
Farmer’s Market. This Saturday, March 20, the Container Gardening class will be held at The Well in 
Classroom A. The Norman Farmer’s Market begins on April 4th, and you can now sign up on the Sign
-Up Genius. On April 4 there is a Seed Exchange at the Pioneer Library. If anyone has extra seeds 
bring them to the Demo Garden on April 3rd and Sharon will take them to the Seed Exchange. You 
can also bring seedlings, divided plants, and partial packs of seeds. 
Growing Gardeners: No report 
Hospitality: Rayge Johnson. I appreciated the help in setting up the room for the meeting and for all 
that brought food. The April meeting will be at The Well. 
Membership: No report 
Program: Rhonda Hymel. April 15 meeting will be at The Well and Alan Storojohann will be the 
speaker on Trends in Today’s Landscape and Garden. He does a radio program in the Tulsa area 
each week. 
Public Relations: Judy Kautz. Newsletter has not gone out due to technical problems. 
Special Events: Lois Cox-Marshall. Touch a Truck event in September. This is the biggest event we 
have. Moore library will help promote the event so we can expect more to attend. Children come 
with their parents/caregivers, so this increases the number that attends.  Lois requested that if any-
one has ideas about activities to include to please let her know. 
Special Projects: No report. 
Garden Tours: Molly Monaghan. Gathering ideas of tours that people would be interested in. Please 
let her know if you have any ideas. 
Styrofoam: Cathy Bowden. The Master Gardeners are the backbone to the styrofoam collection. 
Created 21 logs in 1 day. Looking to increase the machines so more can be made. 
New Business:  
Cathy Rose brought gloves and starter plants for anyone that is interested. 
Laura has 2 grow tents to give away 
Respectfully, Janie Denton, Secretary 
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April Meeting Minutes          By Janie Denton 

Presentation: Trends in Today’s Landscaping  
Minutes approved by consensus. 
Treasurer Report. Nancy Logan. See attached. 
Greenhouse. Linda Snook. Had a $12,000 profit. Picture on Facebook of the before and after of the 
sale. Most sold in 1 hour. We are learning how to do the sale better. We were well organized and 
kept the plants alive better. Anyone interested in helping please let us know. The Greenhouse crew 
starts in September. We want to streamline it more. Hard part is organizing and need more mem-
bers to help. 
Demonstration Garden. Kathi Farley. The OU day was April 11 and 19 helpers showed up. All the 
walkways are 100% done. They helped unload 2 loads of compost. People went from the plant sale 
to the Demo Garden and if they went before the plant sale they wanted to find some of the plants 
they saw. There were 55 people in the garden on April 11. The garage sale is June 26-28. This will be 
in the Blooming News. Asking for garden items to be donated for the garage sale. The Scarecrow 
contest is October 24, right before Halloween. We had 36-40 people last year. 
Education: Lizzy Hedges. Need signs for the Norman Farmer’s Market for our events. We will have a 
booth at the Earth Day Festival on 4/26 at Reeves Park and will need people to sign up to be in the 
booth. 
Growing Gardeners. Jeanie Kline. Camp will be in June, 3rd or 4th week. Will be meeting next week 
to plan events for camp. Camp will be from 9 to 1:00 for 1 day. Will need help for 1 day during the 
summer. 
Hospitality. Rayge Johnson. Have 3 cards for people to sign in the back. 
Membership. No report. 
Program. Rhonda Hymel. May meeting at Moore Library. 
Public Relations. Judy Kautz. Newsletter will be out in the next few hours. Deadline is the 28th of 
each month for any items that need to go in the newsletter. Need photos of our gardens. Thank you 
to Debbie Wood for sending recipes for the newsletter. Check out the Facebook page. 
Special Events. Lois Cox-Marshall. September 26 is the Garden Party. Will need to set up each activi-
ty in the garden so that there is plenty of room. Can use the area by the fence to attract people from 
the Touch a Truck event. Friends and spouses are welcome to come help. There is a sign up sheet for 
a chair of each activity and members who want to help. It was fun last year, you get to know your fel-
low MGs and meet lots of people. If no one signs up for an activity it will be canceled. The goal is to 
educate those who participate. If there is anyone interested in an AI class Lois will do a class. There is 
lots on getting started and the dangers of it. 
Special Projects. Debra Howse. Will be working on the Fair. 
Styrofoam Activity. Cathy Bowden. Will have the densifyer at the Earth Day event to show off. Will 
offer tips on what is acceptable. 
Old Business: Reading to kids on the 3rd Friday of each month in the Demo Garden. If anyone needs 
a flyer for their event Georgianna will do a postcard for it. 
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Treasurer’s Report     By Nancy Logan 

Beginning balance as of February 28, 2026 is $40,960.81. Income is $150 2026 Dues Paid 
and $10 Donation for Total Income of $160.00. Expenses were $131.76 Demo Garden; 
$441.84 Greenhouse Supplies for 2026 Sale; $70 Memorial Bricks; $521.88 and $1,141.24 
Wheelbarrow Roof for Total Expense of $2,306.72.  Balance at March 31, 2026 is $38,814.09, 
less current year projected expenses of $23,704.30 and less reserve for greenhouse repairs 
of $4481.00, leaving funds in excess of projected expenses at $10,628.79. 
Beginning balance as of March 31, 2026 is $38,814.09. Income is $90 2026 Dues Paid; $125 
Gloves Sold; $21,298 Plant Sale Gross Sales and $30 Donation for Total Income of 
$21,543.00. Expenses were $735.98 Demo Garden; $182.07 Greenhouse Supplies for 2026 
Sale; $437.95 Credit Card Fees; $1,907.33 Sales Tax on Plants Sold; $149.20 Wheelbarrow 
Roof and$50 990-N IRS Filing Fee for Total Expense of $3,462.53.  Balance at April 30, 2026 
is $56,894.56, less current year projected expenses of $16,587.05 and less reserve for green-
house repairs of $5,822.00, leaving funds in excess of projected expenses at $34,485.51. 
Plant Sale Numbers:  $ 21,298.00 Gross Sales, less $437.95 Credit Card Fees, less $1,907.33 
OK State Sales Tax, less $5,547.28 Greenhouse Supplies and less Extension 10% of Profit 
Fee of $1,341 equals an increase to our bank of $12, 064.44. 
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Logan 

April Meeting Minutes (cont)        By Janie Denton 

New Business: Will be changing the locks on the gates to the garden. The new locks will be 
combination locks and the codes will be changed every year. This will also include the sheds. 
Currently waiting on approval from the County Extension office. 
The Oklahoma Volunteer Conference annual meeting is coming up. There are currently 100 
registered. Will be 145 workshops, however not all will be directed towards Master Garden-
ers. 
Our meetings can be at the Fairgrounds Event Center July, August, November and Decem-
ber. We will use the Moore Library for May, June, September and October. We can use the 
Fairgrounds Event Center if the meetings are on Monday or Tuesday. This conflicts with the 
Greenhouse work and the Demo Garden work. Greenhouse can adjust their time if needed. 
All annual trainings need to be done as soon as possible. August 1 to July 31 will be the new 
dates for hours to be obtained and recorded. Lexi will do another in person training if there 
is interest. Once the training completed they will then do the background checks. If you paid 
already you do not have to pay again. Sterling will be who the email comes from for the 
background checks. 
Respectfully, Janie Denton, Secretary 
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Plant Sale        By Judy Kautz 
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Plant Sale        By Judy Kautz 
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Plant Sale        By Judy Kautz 
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Plant Sale        By Judy Kautz 
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  Combine the rhubarb, strawberries, and 
lemon juice in a medium saucepan. Cov-
er and cook on medium heat for 8 - 12 
minutes or until fruit is tender, stirring 
occasionally. 
Mix together the ½ cup granulated sugar 
and cornstarch in a bowl. Stir into the 
fruit mixture. Continue cooking, stirring 
constantly until the mixture comes to a 
boil. Continue boiling one minute, stir-
ring constantly. Remove from heat and 
set aside. 
Preheat the oven to 350°F and grease 
your 13 x 9 baking pan with butter. 
Combine all crust ingredients in a bowl. 

Using a pastry blender or the back of a fork, combine the ingredients until they 
resemble coarse crumbs. 
Reserve 1 ½ cups crumb mixture. Press the remaining crumb mixture into a 
greased 13x9 baking pan using a spatula or the back of a fork. Spread filling over 
the crust. Sprinkle with the reserved crumb mixture. 
Bake 30-35 minutes or until golden brown. Cool completely. 
How to make the glaze (optional): 
Whisk together one tablespoon of milk with the powdered sugar until you have a 
good frosting consistency. If you prefer a thicker glaze, add another tablespoon. 
(My family likes it thicker so we make it with one tablespoons.) 
Drizzle over the cooled bars. 
Notes 
Strawberry Rhubarb Crumble Bars are such a delicious summertime treat! They are 
so easy to make and loaded with sweet strawberries, brown sugar, oats, and fresh 
rhubarb - it will be hard to stop at just one. 
Makes 24 bars 

Filling 
1½ cups fresh rhubarb cut into½ inch pieces 
1 ½ cups sliced fresh strawberries 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
½ cup granulated sugar 
2 tablespoons cornstarch 
Crust 
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour 
1 ½ cups old fashioned oats 
1 cup brown sugar firmly packed 
¾ cup butter softened 
½ teaspoon baking soda 
¼ teaspoon salt 
Glaze 
½ cup powdered sugar 
1-2 tablespoons milk 

Strawberry Rhubarb Crumble Bars    

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 
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  In a wide non-stick skillet or medium sauce-
pan, heat 2 tablespoons of olive oil over medi-
um heat for about 2 minutes. 
Add 1 cup of chopped asparagus and sauté for 
approximately 3-4 minutes, then stir in 1 cup 
of sweet peas and 2 cups of baby spinach. 
Pour in 12 ounces of short pasta and 4 cups of 
vegetable broth, bringing to a gentle simmer. 
Cover and let the pasta cook for about 10 
minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Once cooked, reduce heat and add 1 cup of 
half-and-half and 1 cup of Parmesan cheese, 
stirring until creamy. 
Serve immediately, garnished with additional 
Parmesan and pepper. 

For the Pasta 
12 ounces short pasta (penne or fusilli) 
4 cups vegetable broth or chicken broth 
For the Vegetables 
1 cup chopped asparagus, or zucchini, 
artichoke hearts, or snap peas 
1 cup sweet peas frozen peas work well 
2 cups baby spinach or greens including 
kale or arugula 
For the Creamy Sauce 
1 cup half-and-half or cream, or plant-
based cream 
1 cup Parmesan cheese freshly grated;  
2 tablespoons olive oil , or butter or 
neutral oils 

Spring Vegetable Pasta: A Creamy One-Pot Delight You'll Love 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 

Combine spinach and onions 
in bowl. Arrange pear and 
avocado slices on top; sprin-
kle with crumbled bacon. 
Toss with Lime-Parsley 
Dressing: 
Combine all ingredients in a 
jar. Cover tightly and shake 
vigorously until well blended. 

4 cups torn spinach, washed and dried 
1/2cup thin sliced green onion 
2 avocados, sliced ("alligator pears")  
2 fresh pears, sliced 
4 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled  
Lime-Parsley Dressing  
1/4 cup white grape juice  
1/4 cup white wine vinegar  
1/4 cup olive oil 
I tablespoon chopped fresh parsley 
¼ teaspoon grated lime rind  
I tablespoon lime juice 
¼ teaspoon salt 

Two Pears and Spinach Salad 



Page 15 T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  



Page 16 T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  

Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination. 
Oklahoma State University is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all individuals and does not discriminate based on race, religion, age, 
sex, color, national origin, marital status, disability, or veteran status with regard to employment, educational programs and activities, and/or ad-
missions.  
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MASTER  GARDENER  ASSOCIATION 

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop-
erating.  The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service offers its programs to all eligible persons 
regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, gender identity, 
national origin, disability, marital or veteran sta-
tus, or any other legally protected status.  OCES 
provides equal opportunities in programs and 
employment. 
 
The CCMGA newsletter is published as an educa-
tional service by the Cleveland County Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Service, 601 East Robin-
son, Norman, OK 73071-6616 
Office 405-321-4774 Fax 405-360-0319 
Email ccmastergardener@yahoo.com 
Website 
www.clevelandcountymastergardeners.org 
 
Lexi  Albright 
Extension Educator 
Horticulture 

For More Information Check out the updated Horticulture and 
Master Gardener sections on the Cleveland County Extension 
Office website.  The address is www.oces.okstate.edu/
cleveland.  

Submit suggested articles for the newsletter 
not later than the 28th of each month to 
Editor Judy Kautz at  jkautzpre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  Judy Kautz 

Upcoming Events 

•  January - December 2nd Tuesday - Board Meeting, 11a-12p, Ext 

Office 

• May-Oct 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Moore Farm Market, Central Park, 

8am-12p 

• Apr - Oct every Saturday, Norman Farm Market, The Well, 8a-

12p 

• September 26-Garden Party 

In Sympathy 

Our deepest condolences go out to Joan Greenleaf in the loss of her husband, Lea, 

who passed away on April 12.  Services were on May 5.  

mailto:%20jkautzpre@gmail.com

