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Inside This Issue Directory Up-
date: 

Directories are 
still available in 
the extension 
office from Jo-
seph or Court-

ney. 

Our Horticulture advisor Courtney DeKalb-Myers will pre-
sent our May program offering an update to her tomato re-
search.  We always enjoy Courtney’s presentations—she is 
such a great speaker. 
Remember that we will meet in our new location which 
doesn’t allow food and drink in the auditorium. We have de-
cided to eliminate food from our meetings as long as we are 
meeting at this location.  You may bring your own drink, but 
it must stay in the lobby during the presentation and picked 
up after the meeting.  The speaker will begin at 10 am with 
the meeting following at 11 am. Come at 9:30 am for social-
izing!  

Our June speaker will be Brenda Sanders on “Plant-It Ok 
App”. Come and learn about a new app tool. 
Remember that we will meet in our new location which 
doesn’t allow food and drink in the auditorium. We have de-
cided to eliminate food from our meetings as long as we are 
meeting at this location.  You may bring your own drink, but 
it must stay in the lobby during the presentation and picked 
up after the meeting.  The speaker will begin at 10 am with 
the meeting following at 11 am. Come at 9:30 am for social-
izing! 

Coming in June…        



I am sitting here on a rainy Saturday thinking of what I should say in this note. I am 
being sidetracked by looking out the window at how nice everything looks. The 
bark on the trees are dark which really sets off the green leaves and I have some 
orange sherbet colored iris blooming. They are so gorgeous. I hope all of you have 
had time to just sit and look at beautiful things. 
Time is flying by! The Demo garden is needing lots of volunteers to get it at its 
best. Jo Ann Dysart is going to start reading stories in the garden on Friday morn-
ings at 10am to preschoolers starting May 16. Jeannie Kline and her team are hav-
ing a Growing Gardeners day camp on June 17 from 9-1. Both would love to have 
volunteers to help them! Please contact them for more information. 
Everyone should have gotten an email giving information on setting up Z Suites. If 
you missed the April membership meeting where we watched the required 2 
training videos you can do those online. If you have questions please contact the 
Extension office. In finishing, I want to thank everyone who has been to our meet-
ings and to those who have been able to volunteer. We wouldn’t have an associa-
tion without you! 
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President’s Posting            By Linda Reed 

T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  

Behind the Shed 
The Demo garden will start opening at 8am starting Friday due 
weather warming up. Workdays continue Tuesday, Friday and 2nd 
Saturday of each month. Anyone wanting to come other days needs 
to have a key or check one out in the office prior to close of office 
days. No one is to be alone in the garden for your protection. 
Our next Saturday workday is June 14th. Gates will open at 8 am. 
Also on June 14th, Daniel will do his tool sharpening and air compres-
sor class. Bring your spouse if you want to; it’s in the Demo Garden at 
10am …. Come work some and get a break from work while listening 
to Daniel or just come to the class. 

Demo Garden              By Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin 
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Treasurer’s Report     By Nancy Logan 

Treasurer’s Report as of April 30, 2025 
Beginning balance as of March 31, 2025 is $33,983.23. Income of $60 2025 Dues; $24,051.16 
Plant Sale; $6 Donations and $45 Gloves Sold for Total Income of $24,162.16. Expenses 
were $270.94 Demo Garden; $105.25 Business Cards Printed; $396.72 Greenhouse Sup-
plies; $2059.40 Sales Tax on Plant Sales; $75 Background Ck Money to Extension; $667.46 
Moore Farm Market Supplies and $569.01 Credit Card Fees Plant Sale for Total Expense of 
$4,143.78. Balance at April 30, 2025 is $54,001.61, less budgeted items not yet reimbursed, 
of $18,103.02 and less reserve for greenhouse repairs of $5852.00,leaving funds in excess 
of budget at $30,046.59. 
Respectfully Submitted, Nancy Logan 

Special Events            By Lois Cox-Marshall 

Special Events: Here is another way we are working to get peo-

ple into our garden to see its beauty. Starting the 3rd Friday in 

May and continuing when it is not raining or too hot, JoAnn 

Dysart will be reading children's stories to anyone who comes. 

She will be in the comfort of our new pergola! We hope to see 

lots of little ones with their parents on each 3rd Friday!  See the 

flyer on this event on page 5. 

Growing Gardeners           By Jeannie Kline 

We will once again have a summer day camp for ages 7-10 on June 
17 from 9 am to 1 pm. It was a great success last summer! We 
could still use volunteers to help manage the children. We have all 
the teaching positions filled but need people to work with the stu-
dents during the day. If you want to help, contact me. Please also 
spread the word using the flyer on this event on page 6. 
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Page 6 

  

April Meeting Minutes         By Jo Ann Dysart 

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance (Linda Reed) 
Approval of the Minutes by consensus (Linda Reed) 
Recognition of April birthdays (Linda Reed) 
Greenhouse (Nancy Logan) Nancy recognized all who worked both Friday and/or Saturday.  
Left over plants are half price at the greenhouse today after this meeting.  
Our gross profit was $24,238.15.  After all fees and supplies, our net profit was $16,387.70 of 
which $1,638 is in reserve leaving overall profit at $14,749.70.  This overall profit is $3,000 less 
than last year.  We did too much this year; our process needs to be scrutinized and updated. 
Education (Sharon Mitchel) 
April is volunteer appreciation month.  Sharon asked all her volunteers to stand and be recog-
nized for efforts both out in front and also behind the scenes.  
May 3 is our first Moore farm market date.  We will work the first and third Saturdays monthly.  
Location is Moore Central Park at SE 4th and Broadway, easy parking.  Sign-up sheet and sign-
up genius are available.  Lizzy made a new banner for our Moore location. 
Demonstration Garden (Kathi Farley) The OU Big Event work to be done in our garden was 
canceled by CCMGA due to weather.  OU did not cancel its Big Event; therefore, there is no 
make-up date.  The Demo Garden decided to schedule its own make-up date on Saturday, 
April 26 from 9:00 to noon.  It will be a one-day event concentrating on walkways.  Daniel 
Barnes is teaching an Air Compressor Usage and Tool Sharpening class at 10:00 in the garden 
providing a nice break in the work session.  All are invited to both the work session and/or the 
class. 
We have a new wood chipper; thanks Claren!  The old wood chipper is available to a good 
home.  It needs repairs; Jerry Maynard knows what is needed.  A small rototiller also is available 
to a good home.  Text Kathi Farley. 
Regular Saturday workdays begin the second Saturday, 9:00 to noon, beginning  
May 10.  Rachel Jones will head the Saturday team.  To date NO ONE has signed up.  People 
asked for alternative workdays via survey, and we are trying to accommodate this request. 
Behind the shed are things to get rid of.  Please donate. 
Hospitality (Lauretta Buchanan) Lauretta asked to be notified re any illnesses or deaths so she 
can send card on our organization’s behalf. Our new meeting location has no kitchen assess.  
For that reason, we will no longer be able to provide refreshments prior to our monthly meet-
ings. 
Membership (Lizzy Hedges) Members who signed up to be mentors have received email notifi-
cation of intern/s name/s and contact information.  Connect with your intern/s asap. 
Program Committee (Linda Reed) Courtney is our speaker for May.  June, no speaker yet.  July, 
August and September are in place—see Dates to Remember section.  We may have our Octo-
ber meeting in our demo garden, working on details. 
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April Meeting Minutes         By Jo Ann Dysart 

Public Relations (Judy Kautz) The 28th of each month is deadline for submissions to news-
letter.  Needed:  Events to publish in the newsletter. 
Judy will bring a sign-up list for t-shirts at our next meeting:  red or green, short or long 
sleeves.  The order will take approximately a month. 
Special Events (Lois Cox-Marshall) Lois announced that Jo Ann Dysart will read stories to 
preschoolers at the pergola in our demo garden on the third Friday of each month at 10:00 
beginning May 16, weather permitting.  Lois has a flyer to promote this activity. 
Special Projects (Linda for Jeanne Parker) Jeanne presented our new business cards de-
signed by Lizzy. 
Growing Gardeners (Jeannie Kline) June 17 is the date for our second annual day camp, 
9:00 to 1:00.  Meet at the County Fair office/lobby of our plant sale location.  See flyer in 
our newsletter.  Contact either Jeannie or Lois to volunteer for this activity.  We will meet 
after our May meeting to finalize plans. 
Styrofoam Recycling (Cathy Bowden) 
We need a place to deposit Styrofoam at this new meeting location.  Cathy is parked in Lot 
B today and will accept Styrofoam from today’s meeting. 
Earth Day 2025 is Sunday, May 27, at Reeves Park from noon to 5:00.  The densifier will be 
there.  Norman North High School’s Environmental Club will provide activities for children. 
Last week our Target event had a rain cancellation, rescheduled next Monday from 1:30 to 
3:30 behind Target.  This will be our inaugural Target event. 
Cathy needs volunteers for orientation and training at the Styrostation any weekday be-
tween 9:00 and 3:00.July 21-31 Cathy will be on vacation.  She asked for volunteers every 
other day to tend the Styrostation. 
Home Garden Tours (Molly Monaghan) Notify Molly if you are willing to host your garden. 
Old Business - none 
New Business Q:  Cathie Rose asked what a master gardener who is also a driver for Meals 
on Wheels can do for those clients who ask gardening questions. A:  Members (not interns) 
can educate and offer advice; members cannot provide labor. 
Comment:  We need to have a better way to enter this building.  The available ramp does 
not have a handrail.  Response:  We have to figure this out. 
Q:  Can we have an Instagram account?  There was minimal discussion but no definitive re-
sponse yet. 
Courtney’s Comments  Courtney announced that application for our new class is now open 
and posted on our Facebook page. 
Adjourn, 12:00 
Respectfully submitted, Jo Ann Dysart, Secretary 
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  Photo Booth        by Kay Holder  

 Kay Holder says “The yellow iris is from 
my mother’s house. It was popular in the 
1950’s. The new hybrids have ruffles and 
many more color combinations.”  
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  Moore Farm Market—A New Venture!      
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  Plant Sale Pics!     By Lizzy Hedges 

Thanks to everyone for 

the tremendous effort 

on this year’s plant 

sale—It was an over-

whelming success.  

Special thanks to Nan-

cy Logan and her 

greenhouse crews for 

their hard work this en-

tire year raising such 

beautiful plants! 
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  Preheat the oven to 350° F. Line a 9x5 loaf 
pan with parchment paper or spray with 
baking spray. 
In a large bowl, add the yogurt, sugar, oil, 
eggs, and almond extract. Whisk together 
until completely combined and smooth. 
1 cup vanilla yogurt, 1 cup white granulated 
Add the flour, baking powder, and salt to 
the bowl and mix everything again until just 
incorporated. Do not overmix. 
Now, pour this batter into the prepared loaf 
pan and smooth out the top. 
Bake in the oven for 35-40 minutes or until a 
toothpick inserted into the center and 
comes out clean. 
While the cake is baking, make the almond 
glaze. In a medium bowl, add the powdered 

sugar, 2 tablespoons of milk, and almond extract. Whisk together until a thick glaze is 
formed. It should be thick yet pourable, if it is too thick, add up to 1 more tablespoon of 
milk. 
Once the cake is out of the oven, let it cool for 10 minutes in the pan, then place on a 
wire rack to cool completely. Once cool, drizzle the cake with the glaze, letting it fall 
over the sides. Then sprinkle sliced almonds all over the loaf. 
Cut and serve. 
NOTES Always use room temperature butter and eggs to ensure the batter mixes evenly. 
For the best results, use an electric mixer to cream the sugar and butter until light and 
fluffy. 
A parchment paper lining in your loaf pan makes removal a breeze. 
To achieve the perfect cake texture, don't overmix the batter once you add the dry ingredi-
ents. 
Test for doneness with a cake tester or toothpick; it should come out clean when the cake is 
ready. Let the cake cool on a wire rack before glazing to prevent the icing from melting. 

Ingredients  
For the Cake: 
1 cup vanilla yogurt 
1 cup white granulated sugar 
½ cup vegetable oil 
3 large eggs 
2 teaspoons almond extract 
1-1/3 cups flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
½ teaspoon salt 
For the Almond Glaze: 
1 cup powdered sugar 
2-3 tablespoons milk 
¼ teaspoon almond extract 
To serve: 
1/3 cup sliced almonds 

Easy Glazed Almond Cake 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 
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Bring a large pot of very salt-
ed water to a boil. Add the 
baby red potatoes to the wa-
ter and boil them until fork 
tender - about 15 minutes. 
For the last 2 minutes of the 
boil time, add the English 
peas and blanch them for 2 
minutes. Strain the potatoes 
and peas and rinse them with 
cold water. Set aside. 
Add the Greek yogurt, mayo, 
apple cider vinegar, white 
wine vinegar, lemon zest, 
lemon juice, mustard, salt, 
pepper, dill, and chives to a 

large bowl and mix to combine. Transfer the strained potatoes to the 
bowl and mix everything until the potatoes are covered in sauce. 
Cover the potato salad and place it in the refrigerator for at least an 
hour (or longer for a more flavorful potato salad). 
Remove the potato salad from the refrigerator and stir again. Top 
with more herbs and salt and pepper to taste and serve. 
NOTES:  If you are unable to find raw English peas, you can substitute 
them for frozen peas*. 
The longer the potato salad sits the more flavorful it will be.  

Ingredients  
3 lbs. baby red potatoes quartered 
10 oz. raw English peas Trader Joe's or 
Whole Foods have great options* 
1/2 cup plain Greek yogurt any kind 
1/4 cup mayo 
1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar 
1 tablespoon white wine vinegar 
Zest from one lemon 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
2 teaspoons whole-grain mustard 
1 teaspoon kosher salt 
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
2 tablespoons fresh chopped dill +more for 
topping 
2 tablespoons fresh chopped chives +more 
for topping 

English Pea and Potato Salad 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 
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CCMGA and Facebook  

CCMGA has two Facebook pages. You can find these pages by typing Cleveland County 
Master Gardener into the search bubble at the top of your Facebook page. If you type Gar-
deners not Gardener, you get the spoof page of our private page, not the real one. Correct-
ly typed, your search will result in two good matches. The top one is entitled Cleveland 
County Master Gardener Association. In the circle beside the name is a partial image of our 
logo. This image is black and white. The second good match is under the heading Groups. It 
is entitled Cleveland County Master Gardener Association Members Group. Beside this title 
is a square with image of two people tending a plant. The soil is pink. Under the title Cleve-
land County Master Gardener Association on the top entry, are the word Community Or-
ganization.  

That is important because that means this page is an open page. An open page means any-
one with a Facebook account can look at this page. It also means that anyone one can 
share posts are on this page. So, when we have an event flyer/post that needs to be 
shared, it will be posted on this page. The people who can post on this page are Judy 
Kautz, Courtney DeKalb-Myers and myself. 
Back on the search results page, under the title Cleveland County Master Gardener Associ-
ation Members Group is the word Private. 
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CCMGA and Facebook (cont.) 

If you click on this link you go to the members only page. This page has an image people gar-
dening and enjoying being around plants. The ground/soil is pink. The spoof page has 
the same pink image. Again, on the page it says Private. That is important because that 
means this page’s contents can only be seen by the members of this group. For someone to 
become a member, they must be invited by a current member. However, you can have your 
privacy setting set up so that you will not see an invitation from a private group. So if you want 
to be part of this group, coordinated with someone who is already a member. If you are a 
member do not issue an invitation to anyone who is not a current CCMGA member or intern. 
Courtney DeKalb-Myers and Cleveland County Gardener Association are administrators of 
this page. Georjana Muldain is the primary moderator. But any member of this page can post 
on it. Lots of fun ideas, informative facts and lovely photos of members’ gardens are posted 
on this page. Flyers for CCMGA events are also posted on this page. But to protect the group 
members of a private Facebook group, sharing is not an option for posts on this type of page. 
This is Meta’s attempt to protect the group from scam artist and phishing schemes. 
You may wish to follow/join both pages. The content posted is usually very different. The 
commonality is promotional flyers and information. Those we really want share. They are 
posted on the private group page to inform members. Hopefully those members will then go 
to the open page and share the posts from that page. 

Molly Monaghan 
has improved the 
CCMG Zen gar-
den…she reports, 
“I cleared the dead 
native wisteria 
vines, and added a 
Carolina buck-
thorn sapling in 
the back left cor-
ner. It is a small 
tree which draws 
an incredible array 
of pollinators 
when it bloom. 
The fall color is a 
stunning, as well.” 

The CCMGA Zen Garden    By Molly Monaghan 
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State Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Conference 

June 12-13, 2025 

Wes Watkins Center, OSU, Stillwater 

Hosts: Payne County MGs 

Conference will be themed around us celebrating Oklahoma 

Gardening’s 50th anniversary! 

  

We have some fun things planned for this conference so please 

put it on your calendar and plant to join us in June! 
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 Upcoming Events  Submitted by Rahmona Thompson 
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CLEVELAND COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

• May 21 - CCMGA Monthly Meeting in Education 
Building at old NRH (Courtney Dekalb-Myers on her 
tomato research) 
• June 12/13 - State Extension Master Gardener Vol-
unteer Conference 
• Aug 24-45 - International Master Gardener Meet-
ing, virtual 

• Aug 20 - CCMGA Mbr mtg - program speaker is Dr. 
Karen Hickman on Invasive in Oklahoma & special 
mention of the new Kudsu invasion  

• Aug 25-28 International Master Gardener Meet-
ing, virtual 

• Sept 12- Day of Caring, United Way 

• Sept 17 - CCMGA Monthly Meeting, Auditorium in 
Education Bldg. at old Norman Regional Hospital, 
901 N. Porter; Julie Laughlin “Bucket List – Favorite 
European Gardens” 

• Sept 27 - Touch-a-Truck and Garden Party 

• Oct 25 - Scarecrow contest in Demo Garden 

 Upcoming Events   



MASTER  GARDENER  ASSOCIATION 

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop-
erating.  The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service offers its programs to all eligible persons 
regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, gender identity, 
national origin, disability, marital or veteran sta-
tus, or any other legally protected status.  OCES 
provides equal opportunities in programs and 
employment. 
 
The CCMGA newsletter is published as an educa-
tional service by the Cleveland County Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Service, 601 East Robin-
son, Norman, OK 73071-6616 
Office 405-321-4774 Fax 405-360-0319 
Email ccmastergardener@yahoo.com 
Website 
www.clevelandcountymastergardeners.org 
 
Courtney DeKalb-Myers 
Extension Educator 
Horticulture 

For More Information Check out the updated Horticulture and 
Master Gardener sections on the Cleveland County Extension 
Office website.  The address is www.oces.okstate.edu/
cleveland.  

Submit suggested articles for the newsletter 
not later than the 28th of each month to 
Editor Judy Kautz at  jkautzpre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  Judy Kautz 

Upcoming Events! 

There will be a public class at Will Rogers Garden Center, 3400 NW 
36th St, Oklahoma City.  

Saturday, June 14, 2025, 10–11am “Light for Indoor Plants and Interi-
orscapes” with Dr. Douglas Needham 

As we approach the summer solstice, join Dr. Needham as he dis-
cusses the role of light in plant health, light quality and intensity, and 
light for plants grown indoors in homes, offices, and interiorscapes. 

Douglas Needham, Ph.D., V.M.M., is retired Vice President, Educa-
tion, Longwood Gardens, and retired Professor of Horticulture, Okla-
homa State University. 

This is a public class offered by OKC Parks, and preregistration with 
$5 fee payment is required. Oklahoma Orchid Society receives volun-
teer credit for delivering this class. 

mailto:%20jkautzpre@gmail.com

