
At our January meeting, we welcomed and installed our officers for 
2026. Horticulture Extension Advisor Lexi Albright administered the 
Oath of Office to Marilyn Solomon, President, Sharon Mitchel, Pres 
Elect, Janie Denton, Secretary, and Nancy Logan, Treasurer. Thank 
you to our new volunteers for 2026 and may we have a successful 
year! 
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Inside This Issue We will be availa-
ble to take new 
photos for the 

2026 Master Gar-
dener directory 
until February 

13th for interns 
and current Mas-

ter Gardeners.  

Feb 18, 2026  will be our CCMGA Month-
ly Meeting, held at the Moore Public Li-
brary. Our program speaker will be Ca-
sey Hentges speaking on soil science  

Coming in February...   by Linda Reed  



With holidays behind us, we start a new year full of exciting opportunities for everyone to earn their 
2026 hours. Not all volunteer work involves getting up in front of people or working in the demo gar-
den. There are opportunities to work behind the scenes. At our membership meeting in January, all 
the committees will be explaining what they do and asking for help. You may want to help with just 
one particular event that committee has coming up. That’s great! You don’t have to do all. You can 
spread your help around to different committees activities or just work in one committee. Please 
consider what opportunities each committee is offering and volunteer as you can. It really is reward-
ing! 
In January we vote in the new officers who I am confident will do an amazing job! This last year has 
gone by fast and I have learned so much about the CCMGA. Let’s all support our new officers and 
new committee heads by being as active as possible. Thank you for having allowed me to serve you 
as the 2025 president. 
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President’s  Posting      By Linda Reed 

T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  

Special Events       By Lois Cox-Marshall 

The purpose of the special events committee is to expose as many people as possible in the commu-
nity to our demonstration garden and what we do as Master gardeners. The garden party that we did 
last year was tremendously successful because we have been on the same day as the library’s touch-
a-truck event. This year, they are going to include our garden party in their advertisement to the 
Norman community. For this reason, we expect to have many more families come to the garden. 
Because this is such a tremendously popular event, we need to recruit everyone’s help. I am asking 
that you with a group of your own to adopt a table for the event and start your planning now. Our 
goal is to have each table provide educational opportunities as well as some type of craft or project 
that the students take with them. Remember that it’s in the fall so we can’t plant seeds, however, we 
could plant small bulbs for the spring. The fairy gardens were a huge success and it would be great if 
several of you would take on this project. Melody has already agreed to once again do the little step-
pingstones for the gardens. She will need people to help her. We did birdfeeders and need better 
ideas for those. If you got a group of two to 4 together, and you worked on it throughout the year, 
we could easily have a seamless event with lots of great activities.  
We will be asking for a much larger budget for this event since it reaches so many people. That 
means that you can be reimbursed for your expenses if you want. will have a table at the January 
meeting where you can sign up for what you will do for this amazing public relations event. Working 
throughout the year rather than signing up in August is going to make it much easier. We do not 
have a date yet but as soon as they set one, you will be notified. Looking forward to an even bigger 
event than last year. 
Another part of my committee is the scarecrow contest that we started last year under the direction 
of Georjana Mauldin. She did a phenomenal job and we expect next year’s to be even bigger and bet-
ter as well. She will also be at the special events table with a sign up for how you can help with that 
event.  
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Happy 2026 to all my gardening friends. I anticipate a productive and active 
year of gardening and serving our community. I feel blessed to be your 
president this year. Those of us working in the greenhouse foresee having 
beautiful plants to sell in April. We Bedheads eagerly wait for March to dig 
in the demo-garden dirt. There are party plans and other activities on the 
horizon, and wonderful education opportunities at monthly Saturday pro-
grams as well as the monthly speakers prior to our regular meetings. I en-
courage you to take advantage of events and earn service or education 
hours. This past year was chaotic with all the venue changes for meetings, 
but we made it through just fine. I know we are up to challenges along the 
way, but if we work together, we can accomplish remarkable things. Happy 
digging. 

These are the names of people who stepped up to lead you in 2026. I hope all of you will 
give them your full support. 
 PRESIDENT      Marilyn Solomon 
 PRESIDENT ELECT/VICE PRESIDENT  Sharon Mitchel 
 SECRETARY      Janie Denton 
 TREASURER      Nancy Logan 
 GREENHOUSE CHAIR     Nancy Logan/Linda Snook 
 DEMONSTRATION GARDEN CHAIR   Kathi Farley/Georjana Mauldin 
 EDUCATION CHAIR     Lizzy Hedges/Sharon Mitchel 
 MEMBERSHIP CHAIR     Kayla Parmelee Roberts 
 HOSPITIALITY      Rayge Johnson/Darlene Switalski 
 PUBLIC RELATIONS     Judy Kautz/Rahmona Thompson 
 PROGRAMS CHAIR     Laurie Elam 
 SPECIAL EVENTS CHAIR    Lois Cox-Marshall 
 SPECIAL PROJECTS CHAIR    Jeanne Parker 
 HOME GARDEN TOURS CHAIR   Molly Monaghan 
 GROWING GARDENERS    Jeannie Kline 
 PARLIAMENTARIAN     Judy Kautz 

2026 Officers and Committee Chairs   By Marilyn Solomon 

From Your 2026 President     By Marilyn Solomon 
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In Sympathy      

Treasurer’s Report     By Nancy Logan 

Beginning balance as of November 30, 2025 is $44,400.10. Income is $930 Dues Pd 
2026; $15 Gloves Sold; $280 Xmas Swag Workshop Fees and $50 Fair Hort Intake 
for Total Income of $1,275.00. Expenses were $405.35 GH Shutter Motors; $3,000 
Trees Repaired &amp; 2 Removed; $231.66 Demo Garden; $500 Donation to Food 
Bank; $74.58 Hospitality Supplies; $498.59 Education Farm Mkt Supplies and 
$161.13 Greenhouse Supplies for 2026 Sale for Total Expense of $4,871.31. Balance 
at December 31, 2025 is $40,803.79, less budgeted items not yet reimbursed, of 
$5,509.70 and less reserve for greenhouse repairs of $5,003.00*, leaving funds in 
excess of budget at $30,291.09.(*Reserve reduced by 405.35, greenhouse repair 
costs) 
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Logan 
2026 Membership Dues of $30 will be accepted at the January meeting. You can al-
so leave them at the extension office or mail them to Nancy Logan, 717 Ozark Ln, 
Norman 73069. Deadline for inclusion in the new 2026 Directory, January 31, 2026 

It is with deep regret that we an-

nounce the passing of Phyllis Nadine 

Blackwell on Thursday, December 11 

after a brief illness. The funeral was 

held Wednesday, December 17.  Her 

obituary can be seen at http://

moorefuneralcremation.com  

Phyllis was a Cleveland County Master Gardener for over 20 

years, Class of 2005.. She loved and was very knowledgeable 

about flowers and plants and we will miss her. 

http://moorefuneralcremation.com/
http://moorefuneralcremation.com/
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Your Hours Are Important!    By Rahmona Thompson 

T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  

It is time to report hours again!  To maintain full membership, members (those with 
badges NOT interns) must document 20 hours of community service and 20 hours of 
continuing education.  A record of these hours are hours are due to Nancy Logan no lat-
er than January 31. However, submit all your hours.  Our Horticulture Educator uses this 
information in reports that justify the money and resources that OSU Extension pro-
gram and the Cleveland County Commissioners provide the Extension office.   
Time Record sheets can be found in multiple places and formats.  The last page of the 
CCMGA membership directory is a two-sided time record.  Education hours belong on 
one side and community service on the opposite.  You can make copies of them if you 
need more entry lines. 
The second place this form can be found is the Cleveland County Master Gardener Asso-
ciation website [www.clevelandcountymastergardeners.org].  At the website select the 
drop-down menu entitled Member News. Select the Time Sheets link.  Completely ig-
nore the link called Volunteer Online Reporting (it is not worth the problems it causes). 
If you want to hand-write your hours, use the form in the directory or the PDF from the 
website.  But you must use a dark ink pen and turn in the neatly written original to Nan-
cy Logan.  (We must protect her eyesight and her sanity).  Do not give her a scanned im-
age or a photograph. 
If you want to type your hours as text, download the file entitled:   ccm-
ga_timesheet_template.dox.  Once the file is on your device you can open it with 
Google Docs or Apples Pages in addition to MS Word 
Last on the list is the Excel version, entitled:  hours_report_excel.xlsx.  It has service and 
education as different columns on the same sheet (page) and will automatically add 
your hours for you.  It can be opened with Google Documents or Apple Numbers in addi-
tion to MS Excel. 
The completed form can be print off and handed to Nancy, emailed to her 
(nloganrel@gmail.com) or snail mailed to her (717 Ozark Lane, Norman, OK 73069) 
 Want to know what counts for hours, the details are in the CCMGA Constitution.  And of 
course, the Constitution is in the Membership Directory and on the CCMGA website.  
There was also an extensive session on this topic at last year’s January 2024 business 
meeting.  The minutes for this meeting are in the February 2024 CCMGA newsletter 
which is still on our website.  All newsletters are on the CCMGA website under the Mem-
ber News drop down menu.  There are also short summaries coming out in the Bloom-
ing News.  But if you have questions or need help, ask around, we all like to get our 
hands in the dirt. 
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Hello kids!!! Happy 2026 New Year to you!! Well, Kathi and I have been thinking about the Demo Garden.   We are 
revved up and ready to go.  Okay, maybe not revved up.  We will need some Tylenol for that to happen . So here are 
the plans and what we need from you! 
I’ve confirmed with most of you that you are keeping your garden.  Let me know if you change your mind.  Also, let 
me know if you will be on vacation or have surgery during the year, and then find someone to monitor your bed while 
you are away. 
Also Brunch and Learn will be March 3, 9an to noon.  Please attend.  This is the first workday and opening of the 
Demo Garden.  Bring food to share and your questions. We will go over various procedures, etc!  I’ll be talking about 
garden etiquette .  If you know me, that is funny!! Here we go!  1) Plant Labels  2) Budget  3) Garden Signs 
 1) PLANT LABELS  
Plant Labels: new procedure — is to send them to me —- in a text or typed form.  That way I can copy and paste the 
plant names into a label file . I will print them on the weather proof labels and get them back to you.  You can send all 
at once or in sections as your plants might change during the year, or you get new ones.  This format is also listed in 
the back of the directory. We are trained and skilled Master Gardeners, so we can come up with all the correct no-
menclature needed for the plant ID labels. 
Plant Label Format 
GARDEN NAME AND NUMBER 
PATENTED/REGISTERED NAME 
COMMON NAME 
SPECIES NAME 
CULTIVAR 
Description: 
Garden name or number 
Patented Name (bold, all upper case with registered or trade mark symbol) Trade Name (only first letters capital-
ized.) 
Common name all lower case letters except the first letter of a proper noun. 
Species name (usually two words; first word begins with uppercase; all, the rest is lower case; both words italicize. 
Cultivar (only first letters capitalized; entire name inside single quotation marks. 
 2) BUDGET 
Start adding up your budget.  Send  your budget  information and questions to Jerry Miller,  Jerry Miller 
<mwcmiller@cox.net>. We will provide last year’s budget so you can see what you had last year.  You still should let 
Jerry know even if you are keeping the same amount, please!  Jerry has to turn the budget in — we think by the Feb-
ruary Exec meeting.  I’ll check on that date tomorrow at the Exec meeting. 
 3) GARDEN SIGNS 
These are the signs that are laminated and attached to the large green 
stake in your bed.  Every bed has one . Judy Kautz creates those signs.  She 
will print them at the beginning of the year .  The sign has the garden name 
and number, a photo, and a short description of the garden.  Let Judy know 
if you need any changes…new photo or new description.  Otherwise we 
will print what was there for last year. Contact Judy for any changes. Judy 
Kautz <jkautzpre@gmail.com> 
Thanks everyone for your great help and good times that are had by all  in 
the Demo Garden. 
Photo at right: Linda Snook sent this photo of a frog in the fig at the demo 
garden. Great photo—we know you can’t wait to get back out to the garden! 

Demo Garden              By Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin 
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Holiday Party              By Rahmona Thompson 
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Holiday Party             By Rahmona Thompson 
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Holiday Party             By Rahmona Thompson 
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Holiday Party                     By Rahmona Thompson 
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Holiday Door Swag Workshop   By Sharon Mitchel 
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  Place bacon pieces in a large Dutch Oven or 
soup pot over medium heat and cook until ba-
con is crisp and browned. 
Remove bacon pieces and set aside, leaving 
the fat in the pot. 
Add butter and chopped onion and cook over 
medium heat until onions are tender (3-5 
minutes). 
Add garlic and cook until fragrant (about 30 
seconds). 
Sprinkle the flour over the ingredients in the 
pot and stir until smooth (use whisk if need-
ed). 
Add diced potatoes to the pot along with 
chicken broth, milk, heavy cream, salt, pep-
per, and ancho chili powder. Stir well. 
Bring to a boil and cook until potatoes are 

tender when pierced with a fork (about 10 minutes). 
Reduce heat to simmer and remove approximately half*** of the soup to a blender (be 
careful, it will be hot!} and puree until smooth (half is about 5 cups of soup, but just eye-
balling the amount will be fine. Alternatively you can use an immersion blender.). 
Return the pureed soup to the pot and add sour cream and reserved bacon pieces; stir 
well. 
Allow soup to simmer for 15 minutes before serving. Top with additional sour cream, ba-
con, cheddar cheese, or chives. Enjoy! 
Notes 
*I recommend starting with a more reserved amount of salt and then adding more as needed, 
the amount of salt needed will vary depending on the type/brand of broth you use 
**If you haven't used ancho chili powder before, I recommend starting with ¼ teaspoon and 
then taste-testing before increasing to ½ teaspoon if you like the taste. 
***If you want a completely creamy soup you can puree all of it, just puree in batches, about 
half of the soup at a time. I prefer my potato soup with actual chunks of potatoes and prefer 
to puree just half of it. 

6 strips (uncooked) bacon cut into small pieces 
3 Tablespoons butter unsalted or salted   
1 medium yellow onion chopped (about 1.5 cup) 
3 large garlic cloves minced 
1/s cup all-purpose flour  
2 ½ lbs gold potatoes peeled and diced into 
pieces no larger than 1" (this was about 6 Large 
potatoes 
4 cups chicken broth 
2 cups milk 
2/3 cup heavy cream  
1 ½ teaspoon* salt 
1 teaspoon ground pepper 
¼ - ½ teaspoon ancho chili powder** 
2/2 cup sour cream  
Shredded cheddar cheese, chives, and addition-
al sour cream and bacon for topping optional 

Ultimate Potato Soup Recipe    by David 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 
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  Thaw the puff pastry sheet as per pack-
ages directions. Some say thaw on the 
counter for 2 hours or you can leave it 
to thaw in the fridge over night. 
Preheat oven to 400 F and line a large 
baking sheet with parchment paper. 
Cream Cheese Filling: In a medium 
sized bowl mix cream cheese, sugar, 
and vanilla together until light and 
fluffy. Add in a few drops of red food 
coloring. Set aside. 
Assembling the Danishes 

Unfold the thawed puff pastry. Using a 3 inch heart cookie cutter cut out 7 
heart and place them on the baking sheet 1 inch apart. (You may be able to get 
9 depending on the size of your puff pastry and the size of your cooking cutter) 
Using a sharp knife or smaller heart shaped cookie cutter score a border about 
1/4 inch from the edge. Be careful not to cut all the way through, you just want 
to create a shallow cut. 
Spoon about 1/2 tbsp of the cream cheese mixture on to each heart and spread 
it inside the border. Then divide the diced strawberries evenly amongst the 
danishes by sprinkling them on top of the cream cheese. Try to keep inside the 
outlined border. 
Egg Wash 
In a small bowl mix egg and cold water together to create an egg wash. Using 
your finger or a small baking brush apply the egg wash on the outside border. 
Bake for 15-17 minutes or until edges are starting to turn a golden brown. 
Cool on the pan for 5 minutes before enjoying these danishes warm. 
Enjoy! 
Note: These danishes are best enjoyed as soon as they're baked, they do not keep 
well. 

1 sheet store bought puff pastry thawed 
to package directions 
Cream Cheese Filling 
4 oz cream cheese at room temperature 
2 tbsp white sugar 
1/2 tsp vanilla extract 
red food coloring 
1/2 C diced strawberries 
Egg Wash 
1 large egg 
1 tbsp cold water 

Strawberry Cream Cheese Heart Danishes 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 
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  Preheat the oven to 400 degrees and spray a baking dish 
with cooking spray 
Add butter to a large skillet on med to high heat. Add in 
sliced onions and cook for 5 minutes, stirring occasionally. 
Reduce the heat on the pan to medium and add in the gar-
lic, pepper and thyme and cook for another minute 
Stir in the beef broth and the balsamic vinegar and cook un-
til the onions have a jam-like consistency, about 10 
minutes. 
When onions are caramelized, place about 1/3 of the mix-
ture into the bottom of the greased baking dish. Place 
chicken on top of the onions and sprinkle with the salt. 
Place remaining onions on top of the chicken along with the 

mozzarella and parmesan cheeses. 
Bake for 30 minutes or until the chicken has a safe internal temperature of 165 degrees. Serve 
warm and enjoy! 
Notes: French Onion Chicken Bake is a quick and easy baked chicken recipe for fellow French onion 
soup lovers, complete with caramelized onions and a blend of two cheeses. 
If your chicken breasts are thick, cut in half diagonally. Make sure all are about the same size. Add in 
more of the spices if desired 

Ingredients  
4 Onions, peeled and sliced 
4 tbsp Butter 
4 cloves Garlic, minced 
1/2 tsp Pepper 
1 tsp Thyme 
2/3 cup Low Sodium Beef Broth 
2 tbsp Balsamic Vinegar 
4 Chicken Breasts, boneless skinless 
1/2 tsp Salt 
1 cup Mozzarella Cheese, shredded 
1/2 cup Parmesan Cheese, shredded 

French Onion Chicken Bake 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 

MIX ALL INGRE-
DIENTS TOGETH-

ER. 
Just before serv-
ing, mix in ¾ cup 
of FRESH SPIN-
ACH LEAVES, 

quartered. 

Ingredients  
PENNE WHOLE WHEAT PASTA, 16 oz 
CUCUMBER: 1 cup, sliced & quartered 
RED ONION: ½ cup sliced & diced 
DARK RED KIDNEY BEANS: 1 can, drained & 
rinsed 
KALAMATA OLIVES: 1/3 cup, sliced & chopped 
LOW FAT FETA CHEESE,¾ cup, crumbled 
TOMATOES, 1 ½ cup chopped,½ inch cubes 
GREEK DRESSING, 1 ½ cups 

PASTA SALAD       by Jim Hanlon 
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Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all applicable federal and 
state laws regarding non-discrimination. Oklahoma State University is committed to a policy of equal op-
portunity for all individuals and does not discriminate based on race, religion, age, sex, color, national 
origin, marital status, disability, or veteran status with regard to employment, educational programs and 
activities, and/or admissions.  
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CLEVELAND COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS  
DATES TO REMEMBER 

• January - December 2nd Tuesday - Board Meeting, 11a-12p, Ext Office 
 

• May-Oct 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Moore Farm Market, Central Park, 8am-12p 
 

• Apr - Oct every Saturday, Norman Farm Market, The Well, 8a-12p 
 
 

• Jan 21, 2026 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg- The Well in Market Hall, New Officers/Chairs sworn in & 
committee introductions (Linda Reed, Marilyn Solomon, Lois Cox-Marshall) 

 

• Jan 31, 2026 - Monthly Education Class, Backyard Hydroponics - Moore Public Library 10 a.m. 
 

• Feb 18, 2026 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg - Moore Public Library, program speaker is Casey Hentges 
speaking on soil science (Jim Hanlon) 

 

• Feb 28, 2026 - Monthly Education Class, Selecting and Grow Roses in Oklahoma - Norman Adult 
Wellness Center, 10 a.m. 

 

• March 31, 2026 - Monthly Education Class, Container Gardening - The Well 10 a.m. 

 Kathi’s Big Event!   

In Tulsa at the Mayo 

Demonstration School, Ka-

thi Farley talked to 50 five 

years olds about being a 

Master Gardener. She also 

discussed the importance 

of pollinators and consult-

ed with one of the teachers 

about setting up a Monarch 

Waystation.  Standing in 

front of her is her grandson 

Charlie. He introduced his 

MiMi as today’s speaker. 

Well done, Kathi! 



MASTER  GARDENER  ASSOCIATION 

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop-
erating.  The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service offers its programs to all eligible persons 
regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, gender identity, 
national origin, disability, marital or veteran sta-
tus, or any other legally protected status.  OCES 
provides equal opportunities in programs and 
employment. 
 
The CCMGA newsletter is published as an educa-
tional service by the Cleveland County Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Service, 601 East Robin-
son, Norman, OK 73071-6616 
Office 405-321-4774 Fax 405-360-0319 
Email ccmastergardener@yahoo.com 
Website 
www.clevelandcountymastergardeners.org 
 
Lexi  Albright 
Extension Educator 
Horticulture 

For More Information Check out the updated Horticulture and 
Master Gardener sections on the Cleveland County Extension 
Office website.  The address is www.oces.okstate.edu/
cleveland.  

Submit suggested articles for the newsletter 
not later than the 28th of each month to 
Editor Judy Kautz at  jkautzpre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  Judy Kautz 

Holiday Door Swag Workshop  By Sharon Mitchel 

mailto:%20jkautzpre@gmail.com

