
At our February meeting, Casey Hentges spoke to us about soil science
-a most interesting talk! In March, Rahmona Thompson talked about 
Companion Plant Ecology, which was a science-based presentation on 
which plants will benefit from being planted with compatible plants. 
Thanks to both Casey and Rahmona for educating us! 
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Inside This Issue Got Boxes? 
Please start saving 
boxes for the plant 
sale. We will need 
a lot of sturdy box-
es for gallon pots 
to transport from 
the greenhouse to 
the sale location.  

Apr 15, 2026 will be our CCMGA Monthly Meeting, held at the Well. 
“Trends in Today’s Landscape and Garden” is the topic, presented by 
Allan Storojohann. He is an experienced horticulturist, educator and 
communicator with extensive experience in the nursery and land-
scape business. He graduated from OSU with a Master Degree in hor-
ticulture in 1978, and was head of the horticulture department at OSU 
in OKC until 1991, when he was hired to oversee the operations of the 
Myriad Gardens. He is active in many horticultural organizations and 
does a live radio talk show each Saturday in Tulsa on KRMG Tulsa, AM 
740 from 9 to noon.  
Socialize at 9:30, speaker at 10,and our business meeting is at 11 am. 

Coming in April  

February and March Programs —Fabulous! 



February Notes: 
Brrrr. Hello everyone. I avoided venturing into the cold all week and have a little 
cabin fever. I stepped on the porch on Monday and sprinkled pink poppy seeds on-
to the snow in my front flower beds. (Thanks Linda Fielder). I hope they bloom as 
lovely as the Demo Garden poppies. There appeared to be good participation at 
the Committee introduction at our January meeting. Here’s hoping that everyone 
took the opportunity to sign up to further the goals and purposes of CCMGA. The 
committee Chairs and Co-chairs committed to a year or so of diligent leadership 
and need your commitment as well. The Installation of Officers went well and I 
now have a Presidential gavel, so watch out. We have exciting activities in 2026 
which promise to keep us busy and entertained. From Greenhouse propagation to 
Demo Garden cultivation, to our Plant Sale, Garden Party, New Student Lunch-
eon, to public speaking opportunities and demonstrations. With so many good 
cooks, we all eagerly plan for the Harvest Feast and Christmas/Holiday party. I 
cherish the friendship of all of you and know we will accomplish a great 2026. I do 
have one little downer statement, however. Private conversations during our 
meetings are disruptive to the speakers as well as the audience. Please save your 
conversations for the end of the meetings. If you want to make a comment during 
the meeting, wait to be acknowledged. This is simply good manners. Happy gar-
dening. 
March Notes: 
When I was in chorus in Junior High School, we sang a song about swaying daffo-
dils, and I found myself humming it as I viewed my early blooming daffodils. I im-
agine with this Jekyll and Hyde weather, all our gardens produce early bloomers of 
one sort or the other. It is difficult to believe that next week, March 3, we will enjoy 
our Brunch and Learn as an intro to Demo Garden work. For those of us that also 
work in the greenhouse, this is not so much a transition as it is just added opportu-
nities. I am encouraged with the enthusiasm shown at the Executive Board Meet-
ings and the General Monthly Meetings as well as the side Demo Garden meet-
ings. I believe our greenhouse plants and demo garden beds for 2026 will be our 
most beautiful ever because of this enthusiasm and dedication. Remember to reg-
ister for Oklahoma Gardening School—it closes Monday, March 2 at 12:00 PM. 
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President’s  Postings     By Marilyn Solomon 

T h e  W e e d e r s ’  D i g e s t  
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The date has been set for September 26, from 9 to noon. The Touch-a-Truck event draws a huge crowd, and 
now we get to benefit from that crowd even more than we have in the last two years. With our advertising 
added to theirs, we look forward to having a great crowd.  
We need to start our planning early to be ready for this event. Below is a list of the activities we are looking for 
at this point. I am open to any other ideas you might have. We want you to get a few of your fellow master 
gardeners together to work on a specific project. Plan it, start purchasing your supplies (reimbursement avail-
able). When we get to September, it will be a great event and many more people will learn about our out-
standing organization! 
Painted rocks – We have done this in the past and the kids love it. We can buy black rocks and just add de-
tails. We plan to go with the Halloween theme, so can encourage spiders and other fall creatures. 
Pinecone/acorn bird feeders – This is truly a messy one but very effective. We have never used acorns, but 
any who have those available, please collect them. Also collect the needed pinecones. As this is going into the 
fall, birdfeeders are great to create for winter. 
Leaf art – The kids are very creative—using pressed leaves, sticks, seeds, etc. to create fall/Halloween pic-
tures. 
Leaf rubbings – Fun to see the outline of leaves using chalk and paper. 
Pressed flower/leaf bookmarks – This is a new one for us. We should be able to collect lots of flowers to press 
and have ready for this. Using contact paper, the children can create a bookmark for  one of our activities be-
low. 
Reading corner – To give the children a time to slow down, we will have a reading corner with garden books. 
A master gardener will read to them. Lizzy has offered to bring nature books for the children to check out with 
their library card to take home. 
Fairy/gnome gardens – What a hit these made last year. We may do these in the hoop house this year. They 
start by making miniature stepping stones and then move on to getting the dirt, a sedum to add, and a few 
items to add. We can make scarecrows to add to the garden, and also come up with Halloween themed items. 
Seed bombs – The kids love to make these to throw in their gardens. 
Scavenger hunt – This activity is a favorite one. This year, there will be 3 categories for children of different 
ages, ranging from easy to find to more challenging. The parents really get into the more difficult ones. 
Monarch education and picture station – We will teach them about the Monarchs as we always have. Also, 
they can take a picture in front of our Monarch wings.  
Plant a bulb – We can’t plant seeds at this time of year but could possibly plant a bulb for fall.  
Compost demonstration – We have a great compost pile. Let’s educate people on how to create one. 
Worm hotel – Kids love worms so we will have someone there to tell about our worm bin. 
Master Gardener information table – One or two can sit at this table to give out info about our program. 
Growing Gardener information table – Same as above—let people know about what we do. 
Gertrude Gardener – It is good to have several wearing our aprons and handing out stickers to those at the 
Touch-a-Truck event to advertise them to come into the garden. 
Welcome committee – We greet attendees at the door and also take a count of adults and children. With a 
bigger attendance, this is an even more important job. The library system may provide bags for attendees to 
have and put their creations in to take home. 
As you can see, it will take our entire master gardener organization to do this right and provide activities for all 
children who attend. If you have other ideas, please share. At the April meeting, we will have some time after 
the meeting to gather your group and pick your activity. Let’s make this the best outreach program ever! 

Special Events—Garden Party    By Lois Cox-Marshall 
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Treasurer’s Report     By Nancy Logan 

Beginning balance as of December 31, 2025 is $40,803.79. In-
come is $960 Dues Pd 2026 and $15 Gloves Sold for Total Income 
of $975.00. Expenses were $76.91 Demo Garden and $681.03 
Greenhouse Supplies for 2026 Sale for Total Expense of $757.94. 
Balance at January 31, 2026 is $41,020.85, less budgeted items 
not yet reimbursed, of $21,336.06 and less reserve for green-
house repairs of $5,003.00, leaving funds in excess of budget at 
$14,681.79. 
Beginning balance as of January 31, 2026 is $41,020.85. Income 
is $480 2026 Dues Paid for Total Income of $480.00. Expenses 
were $65.21 Demo Garden and $474.83 Greenhouse Supplies for 
2026 Sale for Total Expense of $540.04. Balance at February 28, 
2026 is $40,960.81, less budgeted items not yet reimbursed, of 
$26,011.02 and less reserve for greenhouse repairs of $5,003.00, 
leaving funds in excess of budget at $9,946.79. 
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Logan 

Demo Garden 2nd Saturday workday: April- Cancelled due to plant sale.   
To all as you clean up home beds and remove or thin plants, text or 
email Kathi Farley or Georjana Mauldin and we can communicate with 
our bedheads to see if there are interested parties to re-home your 
plants.  
Tuesday & Friday workdays continue to be 9-12 until further notice.  
Watch for cancellations in our text threads.  
If you are not in the threads and want to be informed, let us know. You 
may be a candidate for the Locust Group.  

Demo Garden              By Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin 
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February Meeting Minutes         By Janie Denton 

Minutes read and approved. 

Reports from Committees: 

Treasurer: Nancy Logan, see budget attached. All dues and educational and service hours 

are due today. Extension office advised that the hours are due next no later than Decem-

ber 31. Must have all hours completed to be considered a Master Gardener. Members 

without requisite hours completed will be an Associate Master Gardener. 

Greenhouse: Nancy Logan. Less than 2 months to the plant sale. Have lots of plants. The 

cold weather did not affect the plants. Nancy asked that anyone posting pictures of 

plants online to please not include the cultivar. Postcards and posters are available for 

everyone to take and give out to promote the plant sale. 

Demo Garden: Jerry Miller and Kathi Farley. Jerry presented the budget for the Demo 

Garden. Budgets were submitted for items needed in the Demo Garden but only 20% of 

the budget was actually spent in 2025. Many are not submitting a reimbursement form 

for items purchased.  Kathi indicated that the budget for the Demo garden needed to be 

voted on. Vote was held and approved. Also stated that Jerry’s budget better shows how 

money is actually spent. Kathi reminded everyone that if they are not receiving the infor-

mation they should get their email address to Lizzy. Asked that no one bring lavender in-

to the Extension Office, as Joseph is allergic to it. 

Growing Gardeners: Jeannie Kline. Have had 4-5 contacts for opportunities in the last few 

days to help get gardens get started: Schools and community groups, 12th Street Park 

and Recreation Center, Madison School. They are still working with the Dimension Acade-

my. 

Hospitality: Rayge Johnson. Will discontinue bringing food to the monthly meetings until 

we have a permanent meeting space. Anyone can bring finger foods to the meeting if you 

wish to do so, as long as food is allowed in the meeting space. The Hospitality Committee 

is not responsible to organize the Demo Garden lunches. The next Demo Garden brunch 

will be held at the Extension Office classroom but there will be no access to the refrigera-

tor so you will need to bring a cooler. If you need to keep something hot/warm you will 

need to use a crock pot. 
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February Meeting Minutes (cont)       By Janie Denton 

Membership: Kayla. Need dues submitted. 

Programs: Lizzy Hodges. Reminded everyone of the upcoming classes and Spe-

cial Events (see below). The program for our next meeting will be Companion 

Planting. Lizzy also asked if the Moore Public Library was a meeting space that 

everyone would like to use again. If so, she would book it out for the rest of the 

year. It is not available for April, but we can book for May through December. 

Public Relations: Judy Kautz. Needs info to be submitted by the 28th of each 

month for the newletter. 

Special Events: Lois Cox-Marshall. The Bug Fest will be held at the Well on March 

18. Need to start planning for the Touch a Truck/Garden Party the last Saturday in 

September. Asked for ideas for activities, and will put ideas in the newsletter for 

everyone to see and volunteer for. Reminded everyone that the Boy Scouts are 

again selling mulch. Will put this information in the next newsletter. 

Styrofoam: Cathy Bowden. Thanked everyone for bringing styrofoam and for 

those who signed up to help. You can earn service hours working with the 

styrofoam station. You can get a total of 5 hours working in the styrofoam sta-

tion, 1 education hour for orientation and 4 service hours for actual work in the 

styrofoam station. February 24 is the Orientation. 

Home Tours: Molly Monaghan. No report. 

Old Business: Dues and hours are due today. Nancy will give Kayla the list of who 

needs to submit dues and she will contact them. Nancy then asked if everyone 

wanted her to read the names out loud. Nancy read out the names. 

Judy Kautz indicated that last year the membership approved changes to the By-

Laws. She is hoping to see them in this year’s directory. 

Respectfully, Janie Denton, Secretary 
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January Meeting            By Rahmona Thompson 
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Hydroponics Class            By Lizzy Hedges 
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Hydroponics Class            By Lizzy Hedges 
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  Heat the butter and cook the 
chopped celery, carrots and 
onion for 5-7 minutes over 
low heat, then add garlic and 
thyme and cook for 30 sec-
onds longer. 
Add the chicken stock, one 
bay leaf, a pinch of salt and 
pepper, chicken breasts, wild 
rice and bring to a boil. Then 
lower the heat and simmer 

for 45 minutes until the rice is tender. Take the chicken 
breasts out and shred with two forks, then add it back to 
the soup together with the double/heavy cream. 
Make the roux by mixing melted butter with the flour, 
then stir it into the soup1 bring to a gentle boil and let the 
soup simmer for a few minutes until it thickens. Stir in 
spinach if using. Add salt and pepper to taste and take it 
off the heat. 
Notes 
This creamy chicken wild rice soup, loaded with vegetables 
is a quick, easy and utterly satisfying cold weather fare. 

1 tbsp butter 
2 stalks celery sliced 2 carrots sliced 
1 onion chopped 
1 clove garlic 
3-4 sprigs fresh thyme or 1 tsp dried 
thyme 
1 bay leaf 
salt and pepper to taste 
2 chicken breasts 
2/3 cup wild rice or long grain rice 
6 cups chicken stock 
1 cup double/heavy cream 
3 tbsp butter melted 
3 tbsp flour 
1 cup fresh spinach 

Chicken Wild Rice Soup     

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 
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  Cook pasta in boiling water 3-5 minutes less than 
package directs. Drain well 
Heat oven to 400° and grease a 13 x 9  baking dish 
Spread 1/3 of the pasta in prepared dish 
Sprinkle with salt and pepper and 1/3 of the cheese 
Dot with ½ tbsp. of butter 
Repeat layers twice, dotting the top layer with 1 
tbsp. of butter 
Don't tamp down the pasta; it will make the dish 
too dense 
Pour milk over top. Bake 45 minutes to 1 hour, de-
pending on how crisp you like the top. 

1 lb. short macaroni, 
such as elbow, penne or 
shells 
¾tsp.salt  
Pepper to taste 
16 oz. (about 4 cups) 
shredded sharp cheddar 
cheese 
2 tbsp. stick butter 
1 qt. (4 cups) whole milk 

Baked Macaroni and Cheese 

The Recipe Box      by Debbie Wood 

Preheat oven to 370 degrees. Spray a 11x7 (you can 
also use 13x9) baking dish with non-stick cooking 
spray. 
Fry bacon in a large skillet until crispy and crumble. 
Set aside. 
Steam cauliflower until tender, about 15 to 20 
minutes. 
Combine your sour cream, mayonnaise, ranch sea-
soning, black pepper in a large bowl. Add the 
steamed cauliflower florets, 1/2 of the bacon, 1 cup 
sharp cheddar cheese and 3 tablespoons chives; mix 
well. Transfer mixture to the prepared baking dish 
and top with your Colby & Monterey jack cheese and 
the other half of the bacon. 

Cover dish with foil and bake for 20 minutes. Remove foil and bake another 5-10 
minutes or just until cheese is bubbly and beginning to brown. Garnish casserole with 
remaining chives. 

8 slices of bacon, fried crispy 
1 large head cauliflower, cut into 
florets (2 bags chopped) 
1 cup sour cream  
1 cup mayonnaise 
2 tablespoon ranch seasoning 
¼ teaspoon black pepper 
1 cup shredded Colby & Monte-
rey jack cheese 
2 cups sharp cheddar cheese       
6 tablespoons chopped fresh 
chives, divided 
1 large can green chiles 

Loaded Cauliflower Casserole 
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Oklahoma State University, as an equal opportunity employer, complies with all applicable federal and 
state laws regarding non-discrimination. Oklahoma State University is committed to a policy of equal op-
portunity for all individuals and does not discriminate based on race, religion, age, sex, color, national 
origin, marital status, disability, or veteran status with regard to employment, educational programs and 
activities, and/or admissions.  
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MASTER  GARDENER  ASSOCIATION 

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop-
erating.  The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension 
Service offers its programs to all eligible persons 
regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, gender identity, 
national origin, disability, marital or veteran sta-
tus, or any other legally protected status.  OCES 
provides equal opportunities in programs and 
employment. 
 
The CCMGA newsletter is published as an educa-
tional service by the Cleveland County Oklahoma 
Cooperative Extension Service, 601 East Robin-
son, Norman, OK 73071-6616 
Office 405-321-4774 Fax 405-360-0319 
Email ccmastergardener@yahoo.com 
Website 
www.clevelandcountymastergardeners.org 
 
Lexi  Albright 
Extension Educator 
Horticulture 

For More Information Check out the updated Horticulture and 
Master Gardener sections on the Cleveland County Extension 
Office website.  The address is www.oces.okstate.edu/
cleveland.  

Submit suggested articles for the newsletter 
not later than the 28th of each month to 
Editor Judy Kautz at  jkautzpre@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor:  Judy Kautz 

Upcoming Events 

• January - December 2nd Tuesday - Board Meeting 11a-

12pm, Ext. Ofc 

• May-Oct 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Moore Farm Market, Cen-

tral Park, 8am-noon 

• Apr - Oct every Saturday 8am-noon, Norman Farm Mar-

ket, The Well 

• Apr 10 - Move plants to fair barn 

• Apr 11 - OU Big Event 

• Apr 11 - Plant Sale 

mailto:%20jkautzpre@gmail.com

