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Dr James Hung Wows CCMGA Members

Dr James Hung presented a fabulous program
on native bees at our July meeting. We all
learned so much about many things that
affect bees. When asked to suggest 3 pollina-
tor plants for our gardens he listed these. 1.
Lemon or spotted bee balm, i.e. Monarda cit-
riodora and Monarda punctuated. There are
not the species that are nativatars; it is Monar-
« da fistulosa. 2. Swamp or narrow leaf sunflow-
er, Helianthus angustifolius (this was the one
he saw the rare bee on) and Maximillian sunflower, Helianthusma
Maximillian. 3. Partridge pea, Chamaecrista fasciculata. It has a really
neat pollination system because it has feeding anthers and pollinat-
ing anthers. Thank you, Dr. Hung!

Coming in August...

Our speaker for the August 20 meeting will
be Karen R. Hickman, Professor and Director Envi-
ronmental Science Director Undergraduate Re-
search, Honors and Academic Assessment,
Ferguson College of Agricultural Hall. Her presen-
tation will be “Invasive Species of Oklahoma in-
cluding kudzu *. Her talk begins at 10 am. Come at

9:30 am for socializing! Remember, no food or
drink!
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4 President’s Posting By Linda Reed

It is so sad to see Courtney leave us. This is great opportunity for her and
we will get to know someone new. Change is inevitable as much as we
don’t like it. | hope everyone is working on their hours because before we
know it January 2026 will be here. There are still lots of opportunities for
service and education. Remember the Demo garden will close in October.
Also, the Farmer Markets will be closing too. Norman Farm Market runs to
October and Moore runs through October. The Greenhouse will be open-
ing up soon and there are service opportunities there. Lots of help needed
there plus you learn so much. The new Master Gardener class is starting
up and we will have the student luncheon on August 15 at The Well upstairs
from 10:30a-2p. Dust off those wonderful recipes we haven’t been able to
bring to our meetings and bring them to the new student luncheon. Lau-
retta Buchanan will be putting out more information soon. Also, remem-
ber you get education hours for attending the Master Gardener classes.

g Demo Garden By Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin

Workdays - Reminder that hours are Tuesday, Friday.

Sign up for giving Demo Garden tours:

State Fair—September, Friday (5th) & Saturday (6th)

Friday the sth: 9-12pm & 12-3pm.

Saturday the 6th: 9-12pm & 12-3pm.

If you've haven't given a tour, no worries, I'll train you.

Contact by text: Kathi Farley 405.919.2464

Everyone is invited to the Demo Garden last Tuesday of the month Pot Luck luncheon from
11-1. You don't have to work in the garden just bring yourself and if you can something to
share. This is substituting for our snack time before our monthly meetings. This is at the
fair barn's southwest room where the restrooms are. Dates to put on your calendar are:
Aug 26

Sept 30

Oct 28
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Treasurer’'s Report By Nancy Logan

Treasurer’s Report as of July 31, 2025

Beginning balance as of June 30, 2025 is $53,980.71. Income of $50 Donation for Farm
Mkt Prize; $85 Gloves Sold and $10 City Wide Garage Sale for Total Income of $145.00.
Expenses were $75.51 Demo Garden; $30 Speaker Honorarium and $106.33 Green-
house Supplies for 2026 Sale for Total Expense of $211.84. Balance at July 31, 2025 is
$53,913.87, less budgeted items not yet reimbursed, of $16,009.78 and less reserve for
greenhouse repairs of $5,852.00,leaving funds in excess of budget at $32,052.09.
Respectfully Submitted, Nancy Logan

SENTS | Special Events By Lois Cox-Marshall

September 27 is closer than you think! We will be hosting our second garden
party in connection with the Library’s Touch a Truck event. They bring in the
kids and we entice them to come to the garden for craft and education. Last
year was a great success so we are expecting this year’s to be another great
day.

| am attaching some pictures of potential crafts for the kids to do. (See page
4) We have in the past done leaf rubbings, created bird feeders from pine-
cones, peanut butter, and seeds, painted rocks, made stepping stones, done
scavenger hunts, and taught about butterflies. You can do a 2-hour shift or
work the entire 4 hours. You don’t have to be creative to help with a table—
the kids are creative. Just give them the supplies and a few ideas and they will
run with it from there. We have money budgeted so you don‘t have to pur-
chase your own supplies (but that is always appreciated).

Be prepared to sign up at the August meeting for what you will help us do that
day. We meet a lot of parents who can tour our garden and learn about out
program. Our job is to educate and plant a seed of interest in gardening in
these little ones. It is a great day!

Page 3 The Weeders’ Digest



QXQ ?(‘m‘\ﬁ

Touch a Truck Crafts
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.90 Cleveland County Master
w Gardeners present

Join us for children’s storybook readings in our beautiful
Demonstration Garden by our own Master Gardener, JoAnn
Dysart! Located on the west side of the Cleveland County Fair
Grounds parking lot.

Every 3rd Friday at 10:00 AM
under the Pergola.

(Cancelled in case in rain!)

Parents, please bring a lawn chair for
comfortable seating!
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HHhS JUly Meetlng M|nUteS B)I]O Ann Dysart

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance (Linda Reed)

Hospitality (Lauretta Buchanan) Lauretta asked about our annual New Students Luncheon—date, time,
location. Per Rahmona, the date is August 15 from noon to 1:00. Classes for new interns will be at The
Well, downstairs. Hopefully the upstairs room at The Well will be available for our luncheon; Rahmona
will find out. Linda will provide all this information to Courtney for confirmation.

Treasurer’s Report (Nancy Logan) See page 3.

Credit Card: Nancy addressed the question of getting a CCMGA credit card which was mentioned at our
last meeting. A major concern is we have to provide our annual income. Our income is dues only. The
bank official recommended using annual income as the average of five years of plant sale income.

Nancy is not in favor of applying for a credit card. She suggested we may consider obtaining a debit
card. She is not in favor of handing over the debit card to membership for purchases, made a compari-
son to handing out keys to the demo garden. Expenses approved by the board will be presented to Nan-
cy who will use the debit card to make payment. The bank recommended two members have a debit
card. Since Laura Eckstein is a signer on our account, Nancy said Laura will have the second debit card.
When Nancy goes out of town, she leaves all records with Laura. Nancy will pursue the acquisition of
two debit cards for our organization.

Nancy did open an Amazon Business Account for CCMGA, completely separate from her personal ac-
count.

Greenhouse (Nancy Logan) Two inventory meetings have happened to date; decisions on what to grow
are made.

We are considering purchasing a new greenhouse for the purpose of isolating all infected plants, a
greenhouse hospital. From Amazon, a 6’ x 10’ kit is being considered, but research is ongoing. This par-
ticular greenhouse would require a level floor, most likely pavers, approximately 16’ x 16’. This green-
house has two ceiling vents. Q: How long will this greenhouse survive? A: Unsure.

Nancy and Linda and others are researching by reviews, ease of assembling, durability, and more. To-
day at noon Nancy and Sharon are participating in a 2-hour Zoom webinar re this topic.

Joan Barker asked if there is interest to have the United Way Day of Caring volunteers assemble the new
greenhouse. Yes, definitely! United Way Day of Caring is Friday, September 12 from 10:00 to 2:00.
Joan will complete and submit application by the July 11 deadline.

Where to put this new greenhouse? Linda is talking with Jerry re location options. Per Nancy, first
choice location is directly next to the hobby greenhouse. The water/electric lines from the hobby to the
hospital greenhouse would be “very doable” per Kathi Farley. Second choice location is by the Native
bed which currently is utilized for the main greenhouse mother plants. This location is better suited for
our mother plants as we do not want to have water/electric lines on the walkway.

Rahmona made a motion to approve spending $500 or less for a new greenhouse. Kathi Farley second-
ed the motion. The board voted a unanimous yes. Once the greenhouse is in place, separate motion/s
will be considered for additional costs including but not limited to water and electric.

Demonstration Garden (Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin) The demo garden crew has formed a new
partnership with AWE (adult wellness and education center); AWE will have a 2" x 3’ metal sign to explain
their bed and purposes. Georjana passed around a printout created containing their six purposes: physi-
cal, intellectual, emotional, occupational, social, and spiritual. The CCMGA logo and note appear at the
bottom of the proposed sign.
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Htth$ JuIy I\/Ieeting Minutes By]o Ann Dysart

»

Our garage sale brought in 54 visitors. The Treasurer’s Report reflects an income of $359 from the garage sale.
Additional income amounts will be added to next month’s report. Georjana advertised our sale in The Tran-
script, on the city-wide garage sale map, Iris society, Flea Market visitors, at AWE and at the Well. She men-
tioned that one of the visitors stated there was not any info about CCMGA on the web. So, Georjana did a sim-
ple Google search which showed several links to information about our organization including Cleveland County
Fairgrounds, Kathi’s and Pat’s fb pages, and more. Bottom line, information is out there.

Numerous members reported handing out our new demo garden information card created by Georjana at vari-
ous functions with positive feedback.

Intern Kayla Parmelee will share our events, Touch-a-Truck for example, on Instagram which will reach a young-
er demographic. Intern Charles Stemm will provide an aerial view of our demo garden.

Kathi reported that of 20 interns in the beginning, 5 or 6 are dedicated to working in the garden. This is an in-
crease from previous years. Two of these interns have requested a bed.

Education (Sharon Mitchel) 55 visitors attended the last Moore Farm Market which happens on the first and
third Saturdays. 208 visitors attended the Norman Farm Market. Tons of demo garden postcards were handed
out. We had a different location at this Farm Market, ideal location due to non-attendance (holiday weekend) of
a vendor normally in that location. Also, our volunteers visited other tables and handed out demo garden cards
as appropriate. New location and new methods produced positive results. Volunteers are needed for the Nor-
man Farm Market. A visitor asked Rahmona if the demo garden will be open during the County Fair. She an-
swered Yes! Jeanne Parker confirmed we are always open during the Fair. Volunteers are required to make that
happen.

Public Relations (Judy Kautz) The newsletter was emailed to membership this morning. She is still waiting for
t-shirt news.

Programs (temp Linda Reed) Linda reminded all to sign-up for the Friday, September 26 field trip to Martin Park
Nature Center, 5000 W. Memorial Rd., OKC beginning at 10:00. Wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes. Contact
Jim Hanlon with any questions. It was suggested the group go out to lunch following the field trip. Park hours
are Wednesday thru Sunday, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Jim will coordinate with Oklahoma County Master Gardeners re
field trips / tours.

Special Events (Lois Cox-Marshall) Our next event is Touch-a-Truck and Garden Party on September 27. Be
thinking about what you want to do. Lois will initiate sign-ups in August.

Lauretta Buchanan has one of two Gertrude costumes. Lois will ask in Blooming News the whereabouts of cos-
tume number two.

Georjana is working on the Scarecrow contest. She will advertise our Garden Party in conjunction with Touch-a-
Truck.

Special Projects (Jeanne Parker) The Cleveland County Fair is open to the public September 4-7. CCMGA will
work the Fair on September 3-4. We will be in the same location as last year as the new construction will be
completed. At our next monthly meeting Jeanne will confirm volunteer sign-ups from January.

Growing Gardeners (Jeannie Kline) — no report

Home Garden Tours (Molly Monaghan) —no report

Old Business - none

New Business Linda mentioned the Cleveland County 4-H Banquet on August 1 at St. Thomas More Norman,
100 Stinson St. beginning at 6:30pm. Deadline to RSVP is July 18. Linda invited anyone who wants to attend as
her guest to let her know.

Courtney’s Comments — no report, at Ag Conference

Adjourn, 11:56

Respectfully submitted, Jo Ann Dysart, Secretary
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by Cathie Rose

From our demo garden to Food &
Shelter, pole beans and okra.
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Bonnie Selzer writes, “Earlier this year Molly
gave me several naked lady bulbs/roots. | plant-
ed them in a shady area of my yard and forgot
about them. | placed a base for a patio umbrella
on the spot where the bulbs were planted. The
bases are heavy about 12" in diameter and
black. | removed the base several day ago and

Above, Kay Holder writes, This monarch caterpillar
is on my showy milkweed July 28th.” Below, Marilyn
sent this photo of a beautiful lily with hubby Kerry.

the flowers below appeared. They are so pretty!”

y garden‘

e
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How About a Scarecrow Contest? By Georjana Mauldin

Oct 25 - Scarecrow contest in Demo
Garden

Hello all, let’s get down to brass
tacks here. At the August meeting,
I'll start trying to line out members
that want to make a scarecrow for
our October 25, 2025, Scarecrow
Contest. Anyone can enter this con-
test. If you aren’t the crafty one in
your family, get your spouse or
grandkids to make one for you.
Jerry Miller, Molly Monaghan, and |
are working together on this project.
Please ask us if you have any ques-
tions.

What | need to know this month:

1). Do you want to make a scare-
crow?

2). Do you want to make your scare-
crow from scratch, interior frame-
work and all;

Or do you want to use a framework
that we build for you. It will just be
two stakes screwed together in the shape of a cross. We will attach this to a
t-post in the garden on contest day for support.

3). Do you want a simple head made for your scarecrow. | was thinking just
a simple burlap bag with straw or the like inside, so you can set a hat on it.
No facial features.

Thank you for everything.

How to Make a Scarecrow link:
https://www.2littlehooligans.com/2013/06/20/how-to-make-a-scarecrow/
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By Georjana Mauldin
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by Debbie Wood

Tomato Corn Salad

Ingredients

4 boneless, skinless chicken
breasts

1 packet ranch seasoning mix

1 cup chicken broth

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
1 pound baby potatoes, halved
1/2 cup cream cheese, softened
1/4 cup green onions, chopped
Salt and pepper to taste

Place the chicken breasts in the bottom of
the crockpot. Sprinkle the ranch seasoning
mix evenly over the chicken. Pour the chick-
en broth over the seasoned chicken. Add the
halved baby potatoes around the chicken in
the crockpot.

Cover and cook on low for 6-7 hours or on
high for 3-4 hours, until the chicken is cooked
through and tender. About 30 minutes be-
fore serving, add the softened cream cheese
and shredded cheddar cheese to the crock-
pot. Stir gently to combine and allow the

cheese to melt into the sauce. Season with salt and pepper to taste.

Before serving, sprinkle with chopped

green onions for a fresh touch.

Takkon (Peach) Sorbet (Choctaw Dessert Recipe)

Ingredients

5 medium-size ripe peaches
(approx 4 cups)

2 Tbsp honey

1/4 cup vanilla almond milk
2 tsp lime juice

Let sit for 10 minutes before servi

Remove pits from peaches and dice
into 1” cubes. Place in bag ad freeze
for 6 hours. Remove from freezer
and place in food processor or blend-
er. Add honey, milk and lime juice to
blender and blend until smooth.
Transfer blended mixture to metal
loaf pan and smooth the top with a
spatula. Freeze for at least 5 hours.

ng.

Note: Use half n half instead of almond milk. Add a dash of almond extract.
Try using food processor. Put in small plastic containers rather than loaf pan.
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by Debbie Wood

Poorman’s Jambalaya with Cauliflower Rice

Ingredients

Seasoning Mix:

1t smoked paprika

1t garlic powder

1tsalt

5t cayenne pepper (cut in half if you want it
less spicy)

5 t black pepper

Y2t thyme

Y2t oregano

Jambalaya:

8 T unsalted butter

2 ¢ chopped ham

1 |b smoked sausage or Keilbasa (a spicy
smoked sausage is good)

1 b shrimp peeled, deveined & cut in half
1 small yellow onion chopped

2 ribs celery finely chopped

1 red bell pepper chopped

2 cloves garlic minced

112 oz bag Cauliflower Rice (partially thawed —
not cooked)

In a small bowl prep seasoning
mix. Cut sausage in to half
moon rounds. Sauté onion,
bell pepper & celery in 2 T but-
ter until soft, add garlic. Add 2
more T butter , add smoked
sausage & ham until heated
through. Add rest of butter,
seasoning mix & riced cauli-
flower, mix all and sauté until
all is heated through. Add
shrimp and continue to cook
until shrimp are pink and
cooked.

Crabbies

Ingredients

1/4 butter, softened

2/3 (5 0z) container sharp pro-
cessed cheese spread

8 0z cooked crab meat

1/4 ¢ mayonnaise

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon dried parsley

8 English muffins, split

Preheat broiler.
cheese spread.
naise, crabmeat, garlic powder
and parsley.
toasted English muffins and ar-
range on cookie sheet. Broil until
cheese is bubbly

Mix butter and
Stir in mayon-

Spread on lightly
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NEW STUDENT LUNCHEON
August 15

Second Floor at the Well

sub sandwiches, tea and water
provided
bring a salad or dessert
arrive at 11:30 am for noon meal

Contact Hospitality Committee if you want to help set up or

\
clean up. \

Please help with table decor for Friday’s New Student Luncheon. We're contin-
uing our tradition of “plant cuttings” centerpieces at this Friday’s luncheon at
The Well. A centerpiece will be given to each new student.

If you have things that will easily root so they can be grown by the new stu-
dents, please bring them to the Well around 10:30 so we can make the center-
pieces and clean up before guests arrive. We've always had great MG participa-
tion in bringing cuttings! They don’t have to be rooted by Friday, just that they
will easily root in water in the coming days so the students have things to
begin growing.

— If you have abundant annuals (zinnias, marigolds, daisies, etc.), we could use
a few handfuls to give the cuttings a pop of color, too.

— If you'd be willing to help put the arrangements together, please arrive
around 10:30 and bring scissors to cut and trim, as needed.

For more info, text or call Cathy Bowden, 405-831-2025. Thanks in advance!
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NORMAN FARMER MARKET CART

Norman Fam Market Booth is one of our most successful community
outreach programs. Cart-pickup and cart-return are duties that essen-
tial to making it happen. So, what is in the cart that must be picked up
from and returned to from the Cleveland County OSU Extension
Office?

The Cleveland County Master Gardener's banner is in the N
long cardboard tube. It is rolled up, not folded as creases will
cause the images to flake off the fabric. The image is to be m\
toward the inside as it is rolled up for the same reason. -y
The folded-up CCMGA tablecloths are in the fabric shopping bag (the
one pictured has been replaced). The tablecloths are marked on the
inside corners indicating which one is 6 feet long and which one is 8
feet long. At the market, we are provided with one table of each
length.

The gray basket holds: the silver shade tarp; the box with the bungee
cords for handing the banner and supplies; and the box with the busi-
ness cards, demonstration garden cards, pamphlets and event fliers.
The silver hand coun-
ter will be in one of
the two boxes.




Ten boxes are in the rolling cart
with the hinge side down. A black
three-ring binder is beside the box-
es.

Nine boxes contain Facts Sheets that are related in topic. A sheet protector is taped to
the tops of each box. The sheet in the protector tells you: the overarching topic, the Fact
Sheets in that box, and the order of those sheets. There are usually about 7 to 10 copies
of each Fact Sheet. There is colored paper separating in the different sets of Fact Sheets.
This organization makes finding a particular Fact Sheet and refilling the boxes much fast-
er. The Fact Sheets should be left in the boxes to protect them from the elements in ad-
dition to speeding booth set up and take down. The tenth box has color sheets for chil-
dren (we do want to grow gardeners).

The black binder is Norman Farm Market Manual. It contains infor-
mation how to set up the booth, in addition to the empty and com-
pleted Booth Log and Fact Sheets inventory log. The empty ones are
separated from the completed ones. The Booth Log has spaces for
workers names, items needed for next time (except for Fact Sheets),
suggestions, and the extremely important space for the number of
contacts made. The Fact Sheet inventory log is a new item. It lists
the Facts Sheets by box. That way during booth take-down, one only
last to check of the Fact Sheets needed. This should speed up booth take-down and Fact
Sheet box refilling.

When picking up and retuning the cart, a bungee cord can be used
to secure the gray basket to the top of the cart. The shopping bag
can be seated on top of the gray basket with the bag handles looped
over the cart handle.

Then after picking up the banner tube, a person can go rolling off S s
to complete cart pick-up or cart return. N\ T 4
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CLEVELAND COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS DATES TO REMEMBER

e January - December 2nd Tuesday - Board Meeting 11a-12p

e May thru October 1st and 3rd Saturday - Moore Farm Market in Moore at Central Park,
8am-12p

e Apr to October every Saturday - Norman Farm Market in Norman at The Well 8am to
12p

e Apr 11, 2026—Plant Sale

e Aug 15 - New Student luncheon, upstairs at the Well, 10:30a-2p

e Aug 20 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg - program speaker is Dr. Karen Hickman on Selected Inva-
sive of Oklahoma including Kudsu e (Jim Hanlon)

e Aug 26 - Last Tuesday of the month Demo Pot Luncheon,11a-1p, all invited, fair barn
SW room where restrooms are, all invited (Kathi Farley)

e Sept 3/4 - Fair intake 2:30p-5:30 & 5-8p/Judging starts at 8a

e Sept 5-6 - Demo Garden open for fair. Volunteers needed (Kathi Farley)

e Sept 10 - Garden tour at Lois Cox-Marshall’s new garden at her new Moore house, 9a-
11a followed by pot luck brunch! (Molly Monaghan)

e Sept 12 -United Way Day of Caring, 10a-2p at Demo garden and Greenhouses (Kathi
Farley, Nancy Logan)

e Sept 17 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg - program speaker is Julie Laughlin on “Bucket List - Fa-
vorite European Gardens” (Linda Reed)

e Sept 26 - Field trip to Martin Park Nature center, 5000 W. Memorial Rd., OKC beginning
at 10am. Wear comfortable shoes. Cost $5, Contact Jim Hanlon with any questions. (Jim
Hanlon)

e Sept 27 - Touch-a-Truck and Garden party (Lois-Cox-Marshall)

e Sept 30 - Last Tuesday of the month Demo Pot Luncheon,11a-1p, all invited, fair barn
SW room where restrooms are, all invited (Kathi Farley)

e Oct 15 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg, NRH Education Center, 901 N Porter, 9:30a-12P, program
speaker will be from the Sierra Club- more info coming (Sam Lane-Strickland)

e Oct 25 - Scarecrow contest in Demo Garden (Georjana Mauldin)

e Oct 28 - Last Tuesday of the month Demo Pot Luncheon,11a-1p, all invited, fair barn SW
room where restrooms are, all invited (Kathi Farley)

e November - Harvest feast

e December - Christmas party

e Feb 18, 2026 - CCMGA Monthly Mtg - program speaker is Casey Hentges speaking on
soil science (Jim Hanlon)
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In Sympathy: It is with sadness that we share that Sherry Garner's husband,

[ Kerry Garner, has passed away. Deepest condolences to the Garner family.
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Mary Engel writes, "Did you know that the

4 P"_| Painted Lady butterflies are the most widely oc-

all continents except Antarctica and Australia?
They can migrate 9,000 miles. An interesting
fact, butterflies do not have eyelids, so scientists
believe that butterflies do not sleep. They have
a short lifespan (once they become an adult) and
only live 2-3 weeks or 3-4 weeks depending on
their species. However, bees do have eyelids
and they do sleep. Pictures have been taken of
bees sleeping, eyelids closed.

MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop-
erating. The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension
Service offers its programs to all eligible persons
regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, genetic information, gender identity,
national origin, disability, marital or veteran sta-
tus, or any other legally protected status. OCES
provides equal opportunities in programs and
employment.

The CCMGA newsletter is published as an educa-
tional service by the Cleveland County Oklahoma
Cooperative Extension Service, 601 East Robin-
son, Norman, OK 73071-6616

Office 405-321-4774 Fax 405-360-0319

Email ccmastergardener@yahoo.com

Website
www.clevelandcountymastergardeners.org

Courtney DeKalb-Myers
Extension Educator
Horticulture

Submit suggested articles for the newsletter
not later than the 28th of each month to
Editor Judy Kautz at jkautzpre@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Judy Kautz

OSU EXTENSION

CLEVELAND COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS

For More Information Check out the updated Horticulture and
Master Gardener sections on the Cleveland County Extension
Office website.  The address is www.oces.okstate.edu/
cleveland.
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