vomess lssies . April Meeting Speaker and Update!

April 2025

Our Horticulture advisor Courtney DeKalb-Myers will present our
April program, which will cover two subjects required by OSU. We
will all need these subjects in order to remain in the Master Garden-
er program. The topics are Respecting Civil Rights and Working
with Minors, and each presentation is approximately 30 minutes
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Reminder—no kitchen is available at our new monthly meeting lo-
cation, 9o1 N. Porter, the former Norman Regional Hospital. There-
fore, it will be best if no food or drink is allowed at the meeting lo-
cation at all. It creates a hardship on the Hospitality Committee
with transport and set up of utensils, etc. You may bring a drink but
it will not be allowed in the auditorium and must be left outside
during the presentation. The speaker will begin at 20 am with the
meeting following at 11 am.
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Coming in May...

c

o

e

©

(9

o

("]

("]

<

) -+ Our Horticulture advisor Courtney DeKalb-Myers will present

c wn an update to her tomato research. We always enjoy Court-

g 9, ney’s presentations—she is such a great speaker.

- O Remember that we will meet in our new location which

© P doesn’t allow food and drink in the auditorium. We have de-

O D cided to eliminate food from our meetings as long as we are

o ~ meeting at this location. You may bring your own drink, but it

o E must stay in the lobby during the presentation and picked up

» after the meeting. The speaker will begin at 10 am with the

° U meeting following at 112 am. Come at 9:30 am for socializing!
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4 President’s Posting By Linda Reed

April is turning into a busy month. Thanks to all who helped
with the plant sale—it was a huge success! The Demo Garden is
going to be having a special workday for the paths on April26 in
place of the Big Event on April 5 which was rained out. Farm
Market is going on and needs volunteers. Be sure to check the
Blooming News each week for more events and information.
Hopefully we will get some much needed rain. It would be nice
if it would come on days other than when we have an event
planned. My spring plants are blooming which really makes me
smile. | hope yours are also and they make you smile too!

g Demo Garden By Kathi Farley and Georjana Mauldin

We will be having a workday "makeup day” that will con-
centrate just on our walkways. Saturday April 26th 9-
12pm. We will take a break for Daniel Barnes instruction
on “Air Compressor Usage and Tool Sharpening” at 20am
in the demo garden. Come for the class even if you can't
work!

We have a Saturday for demo garden workdays. It will be
the second Saturday g9-12 starting May1oth. Rachel Jones
will head this Saturday team. Contact Kathi Farley. If no
one signs up for this, how do we get Saturday workdays
started? They were asked for! Here’s your opportunity.



Changes to Constitution and Bylaws By Judy Kautz

Here is the final copy of the changes to the Constitution and Bylaws for
CCMGA. They were approved by the membership at our March meeting.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF
THE CLEVELAND COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE 1V
DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

G. CCMGA Distinguished Service Award

7. The award will consist of the recipient’s name being placed on a plaque to be displayed in the
classroom and an award certificate, and another gift as deemed appropriate and-a-gift-card-of
S50:

ARTICLE V

COMMITTEES
C. Special Projects Committee: is responsible for advising, planning, and overseeing special
projects adopted by the association membership. This includes county fair entry intake;tawsn
judging; ordering memorial bricks for the path in the garden, ordering or inscribing the
outstanding service award plaques to be awarded at Harvest Feast, as well as other events or
projects as may be presented.

I. Education Committee: Will coordinate Community Education events, and Farm Market
booths. Education class duties include recruiting informational speakers from the
Association, maintaining a schedule for upcoming classes, holding planning meetings as
necessary, preparing marketing materials, reserving classroom, and ensuring classes run
smoothly. Also responsible for recruiting members to staff, prepare and deliver booth and
informational materials to the Farm Market booths

K. Junier-Master-Gardener-Growing Gardeners Committee

Note: Added material is in bold italic; deleted material has a line drawn through wording.

Changes recommended by Parliamentarian Judy Kautz and Executive Board.
Voted by Executive Board on 11 March 2025
Vote by CCMGA membership on 19 March 2025
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Treasurer’'s Report By Nancy Logan

Treasurer’s Report as of March 31, 2025

Beginning balance as of February 28, 2025 is $33,900.10. Income of $30 2024
Dues; $390 2025 Dues; $500 Donation to Education Committee; $30 Misc. Dona-
tions and $5 Gloves Sold for Total Income of $955.00. Expenses of $240 Website 2
yr Renewal; $344.50 Directories Printed and $287.37 Greenhouse Supplies for
2025 Sale for Total Expenses of $871.87. Balance at March 31, 2025 is $33,983.23,
less budgeted items not yet reimbursed, of $22,171.80 and less reserve for green-
house repairs of $4,238.00, ,leaving funds in excess of budget at $7,573.43.
Respectfully Submitted, Nancy Logan
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We will once again have a summer day camp for ages 7-10 on June
17 from 9 am to 1 pm. It was a great success last summer! We
could still use volunteers to help manage the children. We have all
the teaching positions filled but need people to work with the stu-
dents during the day. If you want to help, contact me. Please also
spread the word using the flyer on this event on page 6.

SENTS | Special Events By Lois Cox-Marshall

Special Events: Here is another way we are working to get peo-
ple into our garden to see its beauty. Starting the 3rd Friday in
May and continuing when it is not raining or too hot, JoAnn
Dysart will be reading children's stories to anyone who comes.
She will be in the comfort of our new pergola! We hope to see
lots of little ones with their parents on each 3rd Friday! See the
flyer on this event on page s.
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.90 Cleveland County Master
w Gardeners present

Story Time in the Gardeﬂ

Join us for children’s storybook readings in our beautiful
Demonstration Garden by our own Master Gardener, JoAnn
Dysart! Located on the west side of the Cleveland County Fair
Grounds parking lot.

Every 3rd Friday at 10:00 AM
under the Pergola.

(Cancelled in case in rain!)

Parents, please bring a lawn chair for
comfortable seating!
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Activities include: painting,

“?'au., _ ~ garden tours, seed bombs,
lany, bring, - :
1 " Fa oy, .
Pr:",’*end ’entswe](,o; bug hunt, education!
l?jd
Pligg s (Start in Fair Board Lobby.)
NO kg - 'Ssllp,

" Registration limited to 20. Call the
e »

istr. Extension Office at 405-321-4774
or scan the QR Code.

Registration open until June 10

EXTENSION
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March Meeting Minutes By Jo Ann Dysart

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance (Linda Reed)

Installment of new Officers (Courtney DeKalb-Myers)

Approval of the Minutes by consensus (Linda Reed)

Welcome 2024 Trainees & recognize Jan., Feb., and March birthdays (Linda Reed)

Proposed By-Law Changes & Vote to Approve (Judy Kautz) Changes were posted in the Newsletter.
They were suggestions from both the Executive Board and committee Chairs.

Kathi Farley asked that the name change from Junior Master Gardeners to Growing Gardeners be
explained for both interns and members. Courtney explained that the 4-H has a Junior Master Gar-
deners organization, youth from ages 6 to 17, who after completing a set curriculum will become
certified Junior Master Gardeners. This group makes contributions to the demo garden.

Linda Reed asked for any discussion. None. Vote. The by-laws passed effective today.

Proposed 2025 Demo Garden Budget & Vote to Approve (Kathi Farley)

The original budget was denied. The non-bed part of the budget was $5,070 in 2024 and is $5,200 in
2025. Overall, the 2024 budget was $7,670, and the 2025 proposed budget is $7,315. The proposed
$7,315 budget represents a decrease of $1,260 from the initial 2025 proposed budget of $8,575. Jer-
ry will monitor carefully what is not being used to prepare for future budget. Look for information in
the weekly Blooming News email. Vote. The new budget passed effective today.

Nancy explained we have two different budgets. The Demo Garden budget has to be approved by
membership. The Executive Board approves the yearly budget.

Greenhouse (Nancy Logan) Plant sale is April 12. This is a membership effort, not just a greenhouse
committee effort. Our louvers have been inoperable for a long time; they are now repaired. Sprin-
klers are also repaired.

We have lots of plants. We need members to help with both setup on April 11 from 8:00 to 5:00 and
sale day. A sign-up sheet will be available for membership; greenhouse committee members do not
need to sign this sheet. Bring boxes and wagons (with your name on them). We need 600 boxes.
Do not break down boxes. Lizzy offered to bring boxes from the library; these boxes may already be
broken down so tape will be needed.

Does anyone have an enclosed trailer or truck to move plants from the greenhouse to the sale loca-
tion, the west side of the fair barn? The answer was yes, but | didn‘t get the names of said volun-
teers.

A Flea Market is scheduled on sale day which likely will add to our number of customers. Also, bed
heads can select plants for their demo garden bed from our sale at no charge.

Education (Sharon Mitchel) Sharon thanked class presenters along with her committee comprised of
Mandy Latham, Susan Stravato, and Debra Howse for January and February. Cathy Bowden pre-
sented our education program in January at the Moore Public Library. Rahmona Thompson pre-
sented our education program in February at The Well with 40 attendees. Our next class will be in
October. The Farm Market, in both Norman and Moore, will be our committee’s events for spring
and summer. The Norman market begins April 5. The Moore market will happen on the first and
third Saturdays from May thru September. Sign-up is not yet available for the Moore Farm Market.
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March Meeting Minutes By Jo Ann Dysart

»

Demonstration Garden (Kathi Farley) Nothing new to add from earlier budget comments. Follow the
weekly Blooming News email.

Hospitality (Laurette Buchanan) Thanks to all who brought treats today.

Membership (Lizzy Hedges) Wear your name tags.

Program Committee (Linda Reed) She had a meeting with volunteers to plan for future speakers. April
meeting (Courtney DeKalb-Myers) OSU requires master gardeners and master family consumer science
educators to be in compliance with OSU requirements. Membership is required to have criminal back-
ground checks, no finances or credit scores involved. Background checks will be conducted every four
years. Our April meeting will be two trainings by Courtney: working with minors and respecting civil rights,
approximately 30 minutes each. Be certain to sign-in at the April meeting to prove you have participated in
the training. For members and interns who miss the April meeting, trainings will be administered online.
Additionally, there is a $15 program fee annually. This fee will go to OSU to cover background checks; any
monies left over go to the master gardener program at the state level. So in addition to the $30 annual
dues, there is now a second annual fee of $15. Bring your checkbook to the April meeting. Courtney will
explain how this process will work using an online system, creating an account, after $15 fee is paid and
trainings completed. Note: All future monthly meetings will be held at this location, excluding our Harvest
Feast.

Publicity (Judy Kautz) The 28th of each month is deadline for submissions to newsletter. Submissions may
be photos of plants, insects, cartoons in good taste, etc.

Judy asked if there is any interest in short-sleeve t-shirts, either red or green. A show of hands answered
yes. Judy said it takes her source approximately three weeks to produce our order. July will have a sign-up
at the April meeting.

Special Events (Lois Cox-Marshall) Lois checked with the fair board and learned they have two events,
Touch a Truck on September 27 and Vintage Market on October 25; we can sponsor an event in conjunc-
tion with these two events. Our garden party can be Sept. 27. It has been suggested that we have a scare-
crow competition in the demo garden and possibly a craft show if we can work out the logistics. October
25 is a good date for such events. Another major task we have is plant sale signs. Let Lois know if you are
available to assist with this important task for our April 12 plant sale.

Special Projects (Linda for Jeanne Parker) Jeanne submitted new business cards to printer, available the
end of March.

Growing Gardeners (Jeannie Kline) We plan to have a day camp like last year. June 17 is the tentative date.
Styrofoam Recycling (Cathy Bowden) Cathy will pick up Styrofoam from today’s meeting. Target contact-
ed Cathy about a month ago re recycling of their Styrofoam. Target is working with an in-training densify-
ing team from McFarland.

Home Garden Tours (Molly Monaghan) She is recruiting for tours. An idea was presented to have master
gardeners help the volunteer/s clean up their garden/s.

Old Business - none

New Business - done

Courtney’s Comments — covered in item 12 above

Adjourn, 12:00

Respectfully submitted, Jo Ann Dysart, Secretary
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Above, Barbara Tunney
writes, “The dead abelias
(above right) were in the
path of the wind. The green
one (above left) was pro-
tected on the front porch.
Same climate but different
location. "The wind comes
sweepin’ down the plain”.

Right, Judy Kautz offers this
stunning idea using paving
blocks to make sunflowers
in the flower bed. What a
beautiful and simple idea!
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Sweet and Spicy Bacon Wrapped Tater Tots

The Recipe Box by Debbie Wood

Ingredients Preheat the oven to 400°F and line a baking sheet with
24 frozen tater tots parchment paper or a silicone baking mat.

6 slices bacon In a small bowl, combine the brown sugar and cayenne
Y, cup dark brown sugar pepper. Sprinkle the brown sugar/cayenne pepper mix

on top of the bacon and rub the mixture into the bacon.
Cut each slice of bacon into 4 equal pieces. Wrap the
bacon around the tater tot and secure with a toothpick. Place the tater tot seam-side
down on the prepared baking sheet. Repeat the process with all the tater tots. Bake the
tater tots at 400°F for 20-25 minutes and flip halfway through cooking. Serve immedi-
ately and enjoy!

NOTES Use thin cut bacon strips. Thick cut bacon takes longer to bake. Don't cook the bacon
before wrapping. Wrap raw strip around the tot and bake together. Soaking toothpicks in
water helps prevent them from burning. Use a wire rack while baking. Extra grease from ba-
con will collect in the baking sheet and tots will be crispy. Always use frozen tots.

1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper

McGriddle Bites

Ingredients Preheat your oven tc? 400 degrees. In a medium frying
2 cups complete pancake pan over medium high heat brown gnd crumble your

. breakfast sausage. Once your sausage is cooked through,
mix . .

drain and set aside.

11/2 cups of water To a large mixing bowl| whisk together your pancake mix,
1 cup cheddar cheese water, cheese and syrup until well combined. Stir in the
1/4 cup maple syrup cooked sausage.

1 pound breakfast sausage | Spoon your batter into mini muffin tins. | use silicone but
if using metal either spray your mini muffin tin or line
with paper liners. Bake at 400 degrees for 12-15 minutes until golden and cooked
through.
Notes: Use spicy sausage for a kick. You can also use maple-flavored sausage for a sweeter
flavor. You can also use precooked sausage links, just warm them up and cut them into small
pieces. You can switch up the cheese to your family's favorite cheese. These McGriddle Bites
are the perfect breakfast!! They taste just like a McGriddle but in a little poppable bite-size.
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Saturday
April 26

10-11am
Blanchard Public Library - Community Room

Let’s Get Gardening:
Companion Planting

Join us with Dr. Rahmona Thompson of the Cleveland County Master Gardener Association
as we learn science-based companion planting.
Registration Requested.

This project is funded through the Oklahoma Department of Libraries and a federal grant
from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

B WA IR
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LECTURE SERIES, . . . .
atthe SAM NOBLE 5175140111

Sam \J()|)|( \IUseum

L TN
INTRODUCTION TO MUSHROOMING

This presentation by Dr. Clark Ovrebo, Professor Emeritus of Biology,
University of Central Oklahoma, will discuss the proper ways to collect and
study mushrooms, and some common fungi of Oklahoma. Attendees will
learn about edible, medicinal, and toxic species, with a focus on their
identification and safe foraging practices.

When: Tuesday, April 22nd at 12:00pm (Earth Day)

Where: Plains Classroom (Room 134)

What: Hear UCO professor emeritus Dr. Clark Ovrebo talk about the basics of
mushroom identification, foraging, and mycology. Free and open to the public

12 p.m. on April 22 - Woodlands Classroom (R134)
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SAVE THE DATE!

OKLAHOMA MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE 2025
Celevrating 50 Yeares of Ollatroma Garedening

JUNE 12-13

State Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Conference
June 12-13, 2025
Wes Watkins Center, OSU, Stillwater
Hosts: Payne County MGs
Conference will be themed around us celebrating Oklahoma
Gardening’s soth anniversary!

We have some fun things planned for this conference so please

put it on your calendar and plant to join us in June!




€ :
1}‘3L Upcoming Events Submitted by Rahmona Thompson

T.O.N.Y. 2025 Early Sign Up!
Tour Okc Native Yards with us!

We've opened up ticket sales early this year. So
Save the Date and join the ONPS for an
inspiring tour of 5 Oklahoma Native Yards in
NW Oklahoma City. There will be various
native plant vendors at every leg of the tour
and delicious local food trucks at the final stop
- Rollingwood Park!

Saturday May 24, 2025 from 9:00am -
3:00pm
Tickets are $8 in advance. $10 the day of.
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‘;Ex Upcoming Events

CLEVELAND COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS
DATESTO REMEMBER

April is Volunteer Month - let’s thank everyone

e Apr to October every Saturday - Norman Farm Market in
Norman at The Well 8am to noon

e Apr 16 - CCMGA Monthly meeting @ old Norman hospital
in Education Building (Respecting Civil Rights/Working
with Minors)

e Apr 26 - Workday at Demo Garden ( need snacks & water)

e Apr 26 - Blanchard Library - 10am-11am - Let's Get Gar-

dening: Companion Planting (Rahmona Thompson)

e May 21 - CCMGA Monthly Meeting in Education Building

at old NRH (Courtney Dekalb-Myers on her tomato re-

search)

e June 12/13 - State Extension Master Gardener Volunteer

Conference

e Aug 24-45 - International Master Gardener Meeting, virtual

. Aug 20 - CCMGA Mbr mtg - program speaker is Dr. Karen
Hickman on Invasive in Oklahoma & special mention of
the new Kudsu invasion

. Sept 17 - CCMGA Mbr mtg - program speaker is Julia
Laughlin on “"Bucket List - Favorite European Gardens”

e Sept 27 - Touch-a-Truck and Garden party

e Oct 25 - Scarecrow contest in Demo Garden
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There will be a public class at Will Rogers Garden Center, 3400 NW
36th St, Oklahoma City.

Saturday, June 14, 2025, 10-12am “Light for Indoor Plants and Interi-
orscapes” with Dr. Douglas Needham

As we approach the summer solstice, join Dr. Needham as he dis-
cusses the role of light in plant health, light quality and intensity, and
light for plants grown indoors in homes, offices, and interiorscapes.

Douglas Needham, Ph.D., V.M.M,, is retired Vice President, Educa-
tion, Longwood Gardens, and retired Professor of Horticulture, Okla-
homa State University.

This is a public class offered by OKC Parks, and preregistration with
$5 fee payment is required. Oklahoma Orchid Society receives volun-
teer credit for delivering this class.

MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION | Submit suggested articles for the newsletter
o not later than the 28th of each month to

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of . . .

Agriculture, State and Local Governments Coop- Edltor .JUdy Kautz at _Ika Utzpre®qmall.com

erating. The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension .
Service offers its programs to all eligible persons NeWS|etter Edltor: JUdy Ka utz
regardless of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, genetic information, gender identity,
national origin, disability, marital or veteran sta-
tus, or any other legally protected status. OCES
provides equal opportunities in programs and
employment.

The CCMGA newsletter is published as an educa-
tional service by the Cleveland County Oklahoma

Cooperative Extension Service, 601 East Robin- OSU EXTENSION
, N , OK -6616
?QCTZL”;ZLMZ;%Q g2-3h60-0319 CLEVELAND COUNTY
Email ccmastergardener@yahoo.com
Email ccmastergarcener @y MASTER GARDENERS

.clevelandcountymastergardeners.or ) .
ey oy J J For More Information Check out the updated Horticulture and

Courtney DeKalb-Myers Master Gardener sections on the Cleveland County Extension
Extension Educator Office website. The address is www.oces.okstate.edu/
Horticulture cleveland.
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